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FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


TOWN OFFICERS 


OF THE 


TOWN OF HOPEDALE 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1899. 


MILFORD, MASS.: 
G. M. BILuinas, PRINTER, GAZETTE OFFICE. 
1900. 


LIST OF TOWN OFFICERS. 


Clerk. Treasurer. Collector. 
D. A. WeEsrcort, E. D. Bancrort, EK. 8S. Stimpson. 
Auditor. Tree Warden. 

A. A. MESSINGER. Exsren S. Draper. 
Selectmen, Overseers of Poor, Board of Health, and Fence 
Viewers. 

EK. A. Daring, L. B. GasxILt, J. M. Freneu. 
ASSE€SSOYS. 


G. O. Drarzr, Term expires 1900. 
Wu. Bancrort, Term expires 1901. 
H. W. Bracxen, Term expires 1902. 


School Committee. 
E. E. Howarp, Term expires 1990. 
F. J. Durcumr, Term expires 1901. 
A. W. Ham, Term expires 1902. 
Trustees of Library. 
E. L. Oseoop, Term expires 1900. 
F. H. Frencu, Term expires 1901. 
Anna M. Bancrort, Term expires 1902. 


Constables. 
Rogsert Ross, ANTOINE Morin, S. A. ANDREW, 
A. F. Farrsanks, G. H. Coz, 
J. M. Frencnu, Cuartes W. Apams, EK. C. Barrows. 
Field Drivers. 
S. MappEn, J. M. Frenca, FRANK GASKILL. 
Highway Surveyors. Fire Engineers. 
J.J. Wenincer, Termexpires1900. F. L. Anprew, Chief. 
C. M. Day, Term expires 1901. C. E. Prercs, 1st Asst. 


_ G. A. Draper, Term expires 1902. F.B.Swext,Cl’k & Treas. 
Park Commtsstoners. 

F. J. Durcuzr, Term expires 1900. 

Cuas. F. Ropzr, Term expires 1901. 

Gro. O. Draper, Term expires 1902. 


Measurers of Wood and Public Wetghers. 
W. H. Barney, F. A. Carp, 
D. A. Westcort, H. B. Fiske. 
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SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS, CASH RECEIPTS, 
AND BALANCES FOR YEAR ENDING DEC. 31, 1899. 


Balances. 
| Appro- Cash Amts. |————-——- 
priations.| Receipts.| Unpaid.| Over-| Unex- 
drawn.| pended. 


ACCOUNTS, 


School department :— 


General, $ 7,200 00; $ 422 92 $957 68 
_ Transportation, 50 00 
Library department, 1,500 00 242 99 
Highway department :— 
General, 5,000 00 2,416 10} $125 65 $ 297 24 
Bridges, 500 00 472 67 
W atering streets, 1,000 00 16 18 
Betterments, 1,160 18 14 52 
Sidewalk department, 500 00 334 88 22 23 
Fire department:— 
General, 1,100 00 58 60 
Hose, 100 00 
Forest. fires, 50 00 15 10 2 88 
Fire wardens, 150 00 5 48 
Incidental department, 1,700 00 36 86 626 50 
Water account, 1,890 00 40 00 
Street lighting account, 1,850 00 50 00 
Interest account, 500 00 811 12 177 80 
Decoration Day account, 50 00 
Town Hall account, 500 00 720 30 78 49 
State and County tax account, 6,500 00 508 00 
Tree warden, 500 00 112 11 
Poor department, 1,200 00 468 76 377 81 
State-aid, 420 00 858 00 
Park department, 14,500 00 23 165 4,661 09 
schoolhouse loan, 5,000 00 
Total receipts for year. : " 4 : : : $70,731 64 
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1899. ; 5 . : . 2,795 15 
—— $73,526 79 
Total cash expenditures on 1899 accounts : A . 67,838 70 
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1900. P ; 3 oy, : $5,688 09 
Less Library Trust Fund . . ; : : ‘ $1,000 00 
Less Cemetery Trust Fund . ; : ‘ 4 : 2,129 00 


et e000 


Hixcess of income over expenditures . : . . $2,559 09 


REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN 
For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1899. 


INCIDENTALS. 


By appropriation 
To D. A. Westcott, insurance 
S. A. Andrew, posting warrants, ete. 


John M. French, police hie July 5 


and 4. 


William French, pole duty apie 3 


and 4 


Hopedale Stable, carriage for Eeceetors 
Hopedale Stable, carriage for Select- 


men 
A. F. F Shanks. eoarh: services 
H. C. Snell, court services 

A. A. Jenkins, court services 
Samuel Snodgrass, court services 
John Snodgrass, court services 
H. M. Bates, court services 


A. F. Fairbanks, serving dog warrant 


N. Durfee, soldiers’ relief 


M. R. Hanley, soldiers’ relief, rueatie 


R. C. Fish, M. D., return of births 
Emery & Wood, Pein of deaths 
Salaries: — 

A. A. Messinger, Auditor 


Waldo Phipps, Inspector of aries 


ions. 


E. 8S. Beinnson, Calieetor of aes ; 
E. A. Darling, Chairman of Select- 


men 
L. B. Gaskill, Recta itl 


$269 


191 


100 


00 
00 


$1,700 00 


4 


J. M. French, Selectman 

EK. E. Howard, Clerk for Board of 
Selectmen 

W.S. Hague, Clerk i Boa of <a 
lectmen : 

S. A. Staples, igskaee 

W. H. Grayson, Registrar 

H. F. Searles, Registrar 

D. A. Westcott, Registrar 

D. A. Westcott, Clerk for Hagineerrs 

E. D. Bancroft, Treasurer 

D. A. Westcott, Town Clerk 

J. A. Taft, Town Counsel 

H. W. Bracken, Assessor 

William Bancroft, Assessor . 

George Otis Draper, Assessor 

L. B. Gaskill, Inspector of Cattle 


S. A. Andrew, services at polls 
A. A. Messinger, « e 
C. E. Pierce, * cc ‘“ 
F. H. French, 6 46 
Thomas Gafiney, «6 «6 
Herbert Grayson, “ « 
F. B. Sweet, “6 6 
George H. Davis, “6 ““ 
S. A. Staples, 66 6 


+R. C. Fish, M. D., vaccinating 4 per- 
sons 

A. 8S. Osborne, M. TD, Teen of binned 

EK. E. Sherman, ane fees 

Frank L. Arnold, labor on park 

Draper Co., stamps and express 

Jackson Typewriter Co., 1 Hammond 
typewriter 

Printing . 

Postage and PAGED: 

Sanitary Construction Co., 1 hinient: 
ing machine 


$ 50 


<3 


5S. M. Spencer & Sons, 1 rubber stamp $ 386 
John M. French, le duty, band 
concerts : » 40 
John M. French, akon for Saleet- 
men 4 00 
Adams ie prese. Co., Pkg. N. oe and 
Leominster. me 1 45 
Highway Dept., work done at South 
Hopedale cemetery . D 00 
By amount received from 3d District 
Court ; ; ; ; $ 33 86 
Sundry licenses : : ; 3 00 
Balance overdrawn ; : 626 50 


$2,363 86 $2,363 36 
STREET LIGHTS. 


By appropriation . _ : $1,850 00 
To Milford Electric Light Hes bones Gy $1,800 00 
Balance unexpended . : F 50 00 


$1,850 00 $1,850 00 


TAXES. 
By appropriation . ; ; ; $6,500 00 
To state tax : ; : . $1,965 00 
County tax : , ; . 4,027 00 
Balance unexpended . : . 508 00 


$6,500 00 $6,500 00 


MEMORIAL DAY. 


By appropriation . ‘ : 2 : $50 00 
To Post 22, G. A. R. : : . $50 00 


$50 00 $50 00 


STATE AID. 
By, amount due from state . ; : ‘ $358 00 
To Peter Moore . : : ohiia ba 00 
M. R. Hanley . ; d : 66 00 
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Patrick Gleason 5 - . $48 00 
L. H. Barrows . ‘ ; A 72 00 
Mrs. Isaac Cox . , ; 48 00 
Mrs. Josephine Mansfield ; : 48 00 


Mrs. Joanna Crowley . 4 : 4 00 


$358 00 $358 00 
WATER FOR FIRE PURPOSES. 


By appropriation . . $1,850 00 
Appropriation (special for 1 HANS ‘ 40 00 
To Milford Water Co. : : . $1,850 00 


Balance unexpended . a ae ae 40 00 


$1,890 00 $1,890 00 
TREE WARDEN. 


By appropriation . ‘ : ; $500 00 
To C. B. Merrill & Co., trees : . $288 00 

Hopedale Stable, labor . ; 17 89 

H. L. Frost & Co., labor ies hie trees. 75 00 

Town of Hopedale, Highway Dept. . 7 00 

Balance unexpended . ; Sea 


$500 00 $500 00 


INTEREST. 
By appropriation . 4 ; - : $500 00 
Interest on deposits ; ‘ 4 : 311 12 
To Milford Savings Bank . 4 . $100 00 
Milford Savings Bank . ; alin oak O OLE 
Milford Savings Bank . : ; 95 00 
Rogers, Newman & Tolman’. bard Wiese! 
Hopedale Village Cemetery . . 120 82 
Library Trustees on Bancroft Trust 
Fund . ; : ; : 40 00 
Balance unexpended . " oh MATT 80 


$811 12 $811 12 
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TOWN HALL. 
By appropriation . Bh Me $500 00 
Amounts received for fonts ; : ; 720 30 
To Milford Water Co. ? : . $ 66 58 
Milford Gas Light Co. . l “ 68 60 
Hopedale Stable Co... ee evO LT 
H. M. Bates, services as eas . 247 25 
Samuel Snodgrass, services as janitor. 197 99 
John Snodgrass, assistant janitor ee pl. 48 
M. Steinert & Sons, tuning piano twice 5 50 
Davoren’s Express on castings . ; 40 
Clark Ellis & Sons, repairs and sundries 23 38 
L. A. Lamson, alcohol . i d 90 
W.N. Draper, seating two chairs ; 2 00 
E. W. Mowry, labor in boiler room 14 25 
T. E. Morse, shellacing seats. : 7 86 
Draper Co., repairs X } 4 33 
Draper Co., castings for BA room . 13 20 
H. Willard, plumbing, labor, etc., at 
Town Hall _. ; 4 . 141 82 
Balance unexpended . ? ; 78 49 
$1,220 30 $1,220 30 
SUMMARY. 
Ce = 
| £13| ® 3 |'8 
2) Pm fas ® ey 
DEPARTMENT. = q 3 Z yh oe 
a 15| 2 S os | 25 
° & ae ia) q OS oe) 
SS a ke oe es toe 
oe a & a | palad 
Incidentais, $1,700]  |$ 86 86] $1,786 86| $2,368 86 $626 50 
Street lights, 1,850 "1,850 00] "1,800 00|$ 50 00 
State aid, $358 358 00] 358 00 
Water for fires, 1,890 1,890 00] 1,850 00) 40 00 
Memorial Day, 50 50 00 50 00 
Interest, 500 811 12] $11 12| ‘688 82] 177 80 
State and county taxes, 6,500 6,500 O00 5,992 00! 508 00 
Jree warden, 500 500 00 887 89) 112 11} 
Town Hall, 500 720 30] 1,220 30} 1,141 81) 78 49 
$14,916 28) $14,576 38 $966 4013626 50 
Total amount received . k : p $14,916 28 
Total amount expended . * 2 : 14,576 38 


Amount unexpended A : ; : $339 90 
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APPRAISEMENT OF TOWN PROPERTY, JAN. 1, 1900. 


Town House s . : ¥ . $35,000 00 
Town House store fixtures ; 450 00 
Schoolhouse, Hopedale street ; E 2,000 00 
Schoolhouse, South Hopedale : ; ; 950 00 
Schoolhouse, Dutcher street : . . 85,000 00 
High school building ‘ ss k 7,000 00 
Public library ; ; ; ; 5,000 00 
Bancroft Memorial Tanbary, ’ : . 30,000 00 


$115,400 00 
Highway property:— 


Stone crusher and engine . : : , $700 00 
Road scraper ; 30 00 
Three snow plows . 40 00 
Small tools . 150 00 
Watering cart 379 00 
Eleven stand-pipes . 200 00 
Road roller . 150 00 

$1,645 00 


APPROPRIATIONS RECOMMENDED BY THE SELECT- 
MEN FOR 1900. 


Memorial Day : ; : . $ 50 00 
Incidentals . . : ; i : 2,500 00 
Interest ‘ ; ‘ : : ‘ 500 00 
Street lights ‘ : ; : ; 1,800 00 
Water for fire purposes. : : : 1,890 00 
State and county taxes ‘ : : ; 6,500 00 
Town Hall . ; ° ; : : 500 00 
Support of poor : ; : : : 1,200 00 
Tree warden : : : ; : 500 00 

K. A. DARLING, 

L. B. GASKILL, 

J. M. FRENCH, 


Selectmen. 


REPORT OF TREE WARDEN 
For Year Ending Dec. 31, 1899, 


To THE SELECTMEN OF THE Town OF HoPEDALE. 


Gentlemen:— 


The appropriation made by the town for the year 1899 for 
the use of the Tree Warden was $500. Of this amount $387.- 
89 has been expended. A detailed list of the expenses will be 
found in the report to the town. 

The main items of this expenditure were as follows: $75 
to H. L. Frost Co. for the scraping and spraying of elm trees 
on the streets of the town. This is to protect the trees from 
the elm beetle, which has been very destructive on our trees, 
both public and private, for the last three or four years. I 
sincerely trust that it will be efficient, and ‘if so, the expendi- 
ture will be well warranted. 

The other principal expenditures were for 69 rock maple 
trees on Dutcher street, $138, and 71 rock maple trees on 
Union street, $142. These trees are put in at $2 each, and 
guaranteed to live. The importance of this guaranty has been 
proved in the last year, when nearly or quite two-thirds of all 
the trees that were planted last year on Adin street, were re- 
placed by Charles Bb. Merrill & Co. without any cost to the 
town, because they had not lived. Of course the reason that 
so large a percentage of them died was the very unusual 
drought, but this fact is merely mentioned to show the real 
advantage of the guarantee in the contract. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EBEN 8S. DRAPER, 
Tree Warden: 


‘ 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF POOR 
For the Year Ending December 31, 1899. 


By appropriation . : : : $1,200 00 
To Medfield Insane ayes care of 
Esther Fiske . . $146 00 


Town of Milford, care of Curtis Claflin 156 00 
Town of Milford, care of G. D. Ed- 

mands’ family : . 144 00 
Town of Milford, care of Laois Fiske 156 00 
Worcester Lunatic Hospital, care of F. 


T. Edmands . : 169 46 
Worcester Insane Hospital, care of 

Louise Boover : 58 96 
Town of Stoughton, care of Elizabeth 

Briggs ; : 75 50 
EK. M. Wheelock, Retire seins 4 2 50 
C. H. Bull, tramp account D 29 
State of Massachusetts, account te 

at almshouse, Charles M. Keith , 10 00 
R. C. Fish, M. D., medical attendance, 

account O. 8S. Renee : 27 00 
C. H. Bull, groceries, account O. g. 

Andrews ; ditt # haat. 
-G. H. Darling, milk, Ady: 0. S. ah 

drews . ; Py Le 
Draper Company, nr Sadia O. S, 

Andrews : 41 31 
C. F. Wilkinson, provinione Adour O. 

S. Andrews . 36 465 
Hopedale Stable, coal, A: O. S. 

Andrews : : 15 64 


L. A. Lamson, medicine ‘for ea O. 
S. Andrews . p i é 7 30 
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W.L. Beals, shoes, account O. S. An- 
drews . 

Draper Co., font) Bre yatit Rvs. iar and?, 

J. M. French, cash, account R. 8. Wood 

Hopedale Stable, wood, account R. S. 


Wood . : 
Henry L. Patrick, poeeerics porpunt 
- R. 8. Wood 
J. L. Mead, provisions, Coma: R. S, 

W ood 
S. A. Andrew, board rit Reet A. . 

Evans 


R. C. Fish, M. D., riadioal Lert 
account A. C. ede. 

L. A. Lamson, medicine, account A. O. 
Evans. 

Charles S. Evans, Res arnt A. 
C. Evans 

By amount from Town ta Briton: ac- 

count O. 8. Andrews. 

Amount from state of Minteanhisatts, 
account O. $8. Andrews 

Amount from state of Massachusetts, 
account A. C. Evans . 

Amount from J. A. Edmands, ecoreit 
F,. T. Edmands 

Amount from town of Morinbono. ac- 
count R. 8. Wood 


Amount from Draper Co., rent reim- © 


bursed, account O. S. Andrews 
To balance unexpended 


o © oo 


50 


00 


00 


377 81 


. DARLING, 


EA 
L. B. GASKILL, 
J.M 


. FRENCH, 
Overseers of the Poor. 


$106 42 
71 50 
83 00 
126 75 . 
32 21 


48 8&8 


$1,668 76 $1,668 76 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1899. 


There were 5 cases of scarlet fever, 1 case of diphtheria, 
and 1 case of membranous laryngitis, all of which received 
proper attention. 


GASKILL, 
M. FRENCH, 


Board of Health. 


EK. A. DARLING, 
Eb: 
J. M. 


REPORT OF FENCE VIEWERS 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1899, 


No complaints. 
E. A. DARLING, 
L. B. GASKILL, 
J. M. FRENCH, 
Fence Viewers. 


REPORT OF HIGHWAY COMMISSIONERS 
For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1899, 


GENERAL REPAIRS. 


Dr. Cr. 

By appropriation . A : : . $5,000. 00 

Returned tax : ae: ‘ ; } 101 55 

Work for outside parties : ‘ ; 2,372 05 

Check returned . : ‘ j ; 33. 30 

Material sold h a ’ : . 34 82 
TOARDOr .. : : : $4,872 28 

HL. Patrick. , : 21 43 

Draper Co. : , : 152 27 

EK. D. Walker. ; etd Masti) 

W.L. Bennett . ‘ 5 114 41 

Henry Willard . ; ; 19 60 

Hopedale Stable . 3 : D4 60 

G. & U. R. R., fgt. : : 552 13 

Material . : , , 383 15 

A. Morin LO Fi ‘ ‘ 20 15 

Sherman Bros. . ; ; 770 00 

John S. Mead . ‘ i 9 45 

G. Cenedella ; : 5 02 67 

I. W. Blanchard : : ye 

EK. E. Howard .. : ’ 3 50 

Macuen Bros. : ; 7 50 

Milford Gas Co. . j ; 68 75 

Orrin C. Cook . ; : 4 00 

Clark Ellis & Sons i : 17) 38 

Z. C. Field t rf : 90 89 

Park Commission : : 23°15 

Unexpended balance. , 297 24 


$7,541 75 $7,541 75 
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STREET WATERING. 


By appropriation 
To J. L. & H. K. Potter 
A. Morin . 
Running cart 
Milford Water Co. 
C. Callaghan : 
Exceeded appropriation . 


SIDEWALKS. 


By appropriation 
Work for outside Martins) ; 
To Grafton & Upton R. R., freight 
Barrett Mfg. Co. ‘ : 
Cenedella Bros. 
Labor by department 
Unexpended balance 


. $ 5 00 


48 00 
496 98 
450 90 

15 350 


$1,000 00 


16 18 


$1,016 18 $1,016 18 


. $ 19 35 


56 25 
287 06 
450 00 

22 23 


—— a 


$834 83 


SPECIAL FOR BETTERMENTS. 


By appropriation 
To C. M. Day 
J. B. Bancroft 
G. A. Draper 
Abbie B. Hayward é 
C. A. Cook : ; a 
Hopedale Stable . 
C. F. Steele 
Mrs. H. E. Day 
K. L. Osgood 
Draper Co. 
G. O. Draper 
H. W. Bracken 
By assessment paid 


43 89 
171 41 


649 53 
14 52 
14 74 


_—.—______ 


$1,174 70 


$500 00 
334 88 


' $834 83 


$1,160 18 


14 52 


$1,174 70 
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BRIDGES. 
By appropriation . ; : ‘ : $500 00 
To Sherman Bros. . , a: °8 27.89 
Unexpended balance : i . 472 61 
$500 00 $500 00 
SUMMARY. 
rs| ; =| 
S * wi Z i) 
3 ee me ea ee 3 
DEPARTMENTS. = 5 = ® oe 3 rane Lo} a 
e, =o 5 qe 23 a 
am or ot _ to) oO Pa} Oo & 
2 2 = ee ol. ge En 
4 56 = <a Da ad 
General repairs, $5,000 00} $2,372 05) $7,541 75] $7,244 51] $297 24 
Watering, 1,000 00 1,000 1,016 18 $16 18 
Sidewalks, 500 00| 384 88} 834 881 812 60 22 28 
Betterments, 1,160 18 1,174 70} 1,174 70 
Bridges, 500 00 500 00 27 39} 472 61 
Totals, $8,160 18} $2,706 881$11,051 28/$10,275 38} $792 08| $16 18 


J. J. WEHINGER, 
C. M. DAY, 


Road Commissioners. 


BOARD OF ENGINEERS. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Boarp oF ENGINEERS OF HOPEDALE 
FirE DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31, 1899, Grvine A List AND VALUE OF PROPERTY, 
Names oF Mempers, AnD NuMBER OF FIREs. 


PROPERTY. 
One hose house . 4 : . $1,500 00 
One hose wagon . : ; ‘ 350 00 
One hose wagon . : 100 00 


One hook and ladder fraid ett ladders 175 00 
3900 ft. hose (2700 ft. in good condition ; 


800 ft. unreliable) . : d 945 00 
Arrow-gun and fire escape ; . 15 00 
Three harnesses, shovels, etc. . , 35 00 
Fire alarm telegraph complete . . 1,500 00 
—— $4,620 00 
HYDRANTS. 


Thirty-four hydrants located as follows :— 
Seven on Hopedale street. 
Four on Adin street. 
One on Main street. 
One on West Main street. 
Four on Dutcher street. 
Two on Dutcher street extension. 
Four on Union street. 
Four on Freedom street. 
One at counting-room. 
One near high school. 
Two on Prospect street. 
One in yard back of foundry. 
Two on Bancroft parkway. 
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ENGINEERS. 
F. L. Andrew, Chief, C. E. Pierce, Ist Assistant, 
F. B. Sweet, Clerk and Treasurer. 
MEMBERS. 
Hosz 2. 
Fred Crockett, Foreman, Wm. McClellan,Clerk & Treas. 
W. H. Cox, 1st Assistant, M. Higginson, 
Thos. Gaffney, 2d Assistant, | M. Gaffney. 
Hoss 3. 
Edw. 8. Adams, Foreman and | R. H. Owen, 
Treasurer, Wm. N. Draper, 
J. P. Durgin, 1st Assistant, J. J. Wehinger, 
J. B. Chapin, 2d Assistant, K. H. Ingram, 
W. C. Hastings, Clerk, C. L. Whitney, 
T. F. Mathews, T. J. Coyne, 
J. HK. Andrew, | B. L. Hodgdon. 
PAY OF MEMBERS, ENGINEERS, AND INCIDENTALS. 
By appropriation . ; i : : $1,100 00 
To pay of engineers : 4 . $ 84 00 
Pay of members : : 548 55 
Poll tax of members and ieee ; 39 20 
Robert Ross, fire police ; ; 20 00. 
H. E. Brown, steward . ¢ ; 50 00 
H. E. Brown, care of fire alarm , 59 50 
Draper Co., box kindlings , : 1 00 
Hopedale Stable, coal . é ; 10 388 
Milford Water Co. f 4 13 00 
Milford Gas Light Co. . i 27 60 
-C. H. Bull, broom, soap, etc. . © , oT 
C. E. Scates, labor ; : 3 00 
H. L. Patrick, soda, oil, Peitehas ; 3 25 
Grafton & Upton R. R., freight and 
express } : 4 22 
H. B. Leonard, eneaHiat: thes ; 2 50 


Hopedale Stable, teams and carting . 30 43 
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Draper Co., polish, vitriol, castings . $ 2 36 
W. E. Decrow, battery coppers : 6 00 
John E. Hobbs, runners for H. and L. 
truck : : 73 25 
F. G. Crockett, Paind runners le 1 75 
H. E. Brown, coat-hooks, ete. . 75 
C. Callahan Co., bottles 4 75 
Ralph Varnam, labor and material 4 25 
M. H. Avery, stationery ; 3 50 
Globe Rubber Works, 50 ft. 2-in. tests 4 50 
C. Callahan Co., top and cage for ex- 
tinguisher . “ah 5 50 
W. E. Decrow, Ripa of aap : 30 93 
J. T. Crowell, chamois, sponge, etc. . 3 25 
Beattie Zinc Works, 50 No.1 zines . 25 00 
W. E. Decrow, glass jars, keys, etc. . 3 25 
J. L. Buxton, axles for truck . ' 3 46 
F. B. Sweet, stamps, express, etc. . 1 37 
Tewsksbury and Weir, repairing fire 
alarm . : 6 00 
Highway Dept., rent N 0. 2 HOKE ous 40 00 
Highway Dept., clearing hydrants. 3 50 
By balance overdrawn p 
$1,120 57 
FOREST FIRE WARDENS. 
By appropriation . : $50 00 
Received from Grafton and One R. R. 0 ae 
To expenditures . : : : $62 22 
Balance unexpended 2 88 


$20 57 


$1,120 57 


$65 10 


$65 10 


EQUIPMENT OF FOREST FIRE WARDENS. 


By special SppropEaugn 

To H. K. Barnes, 6 3-gal. i actitios: $120 
H. L. Patrick, soda. ‘ 2 
C. Callahan Co., 14 gross bottles : 12 


00 
24 
00 


$150 00 
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H. L. Patrick, 6 shovels _.. F $5 00 
S. 8. Getchell and Son, soda boxes. 5 28 
Balance unexpended . : ; 5 48 
——— $150 00 
HOSE. 

By appropriation , ‘ : $100 00 
To Eureka Fire Hose Co., 250 ft. bite ‘ : $100 00 
RECAPITULATION. 

By appropriation . : ; $1,100 00 
Appropriation for forest fire parieng § 50 00 
Special appropriation for ets of forest 

fire wardens . : 150 00 

Received from Grafton & iinton R. R. : 15 10 

By appropriation for hose pf : ; 100 00 
Amount overdrawn. ; : 12 21 

To pay of members and engineers - $801 25 
Incidentals ; : 319 382 
Expenditures as forest ‘fire arden ; 62 22 
Equipment of forest fire wardens. 144 52 
250 it. hose. ; 4 . 100 00 


——-— 


$1,427 31 $1,427 31 


NUMBER OF FIRES. 

April 5.—Brush fire on land of Draper Co., near Bancroft 
Park. 

April 15.—Brush fire on land of S. Madden. 

April 19.—Brush fire on land of Draper Co., West Main 
street. 

April 20.—Brush fire rear of Wm. Beals’ at end of Peace 
and Prospect streets. 

_ April 22.—Fire at tool house on Dutcher street extension. 

April 23.—Brush fire at estate of S. Walker. 

April 23.—Brush fire at Green street on land of David 
Nelson and Samuel Gaskill. 

April 23.—Brush fire on land of Draper Co., West Main 
street. 

April 24.—Brush fire on land of S. Madden. 
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April 29.—Brush fire at ice house. 

April 30.—Brush fire at Spindleville, Mendon road. Box 
64 rung in. 

May 5.—Brush fire at Darling Hill and on land of H. L. 
Patrick. 

June 12.—Brush fire at Darling Hill. 

July 23.—Brush fire at ice house. 

Oct. 4.—Brush fire at coal sheds. Box 26 rung in. 

Nov. 10.—Chimney fire at residence of Mr. George A. 
Draper. 

Dec. 5.—Chimney fire at house owned by Mr. Felix Kear- 
ney, Freedom street. 

Dec. 12.—Box 45 rung in. Fire at Rufus Beals’, Mendon. 

LOCATION OF FIRE ALARM BOXKES. 

Box 25.—Yard of Draper Co. 

Box 26.—Hopedale street, corner of Hose House. 

Box 27.—Bancroft Park. 

Box 38.—Corner Freedom and Dutcher streets. 

Box 45.—West of dam on Freedom street. 

Box 53.—Corner of Adin and Hopedale streets. 

Box 57.—Adin street near EK. 8. Draper’s. 

Box 62.—Corner of Main and Hopedale streets. 

Box 64.—Westcott’s mill. 

School Signal.—Near office of Draper Co. 

Keys at houses near boxes. 


For 1900 we would recommend an appropriation of $1200, 
of this amount $50 to be for use of forest fire wardens. We 
also recommend that the town purchase 300 ft. hose. 

All the equipments of the department are in good work- 
ing order. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


F. L. ANDREW, 
C. E. PIERCE, 
F. B. SWEET, 


Board of Engineers, Hopedale Fire Dept. 


ASSESSORS’ REPORT FOR 1899. 


Valuation of real estate,excluding 


land i $726,675 00 
Valuation of real estate,excluding 
buildings : 230,645 00 


Total valuation of real estate 
Total valuation of personal estate 


Total valuation 

Increase over 1898 

Tax rate per $1,000 
Tax on property . i 
Number of polls taxed 559 
Tax on each : : . $2 
Tax on polls $1118 


Total tax ; ‘ 
Exemptions and abatements 


Bank tax . 
Corporation tax 


Available tax 

Increase over 1898 

Number of persons assessed 

Number of persons assessed on property 
Number of persons assessed for poll tax only 
Number of polls assessed 

Number of horses assessed 
Number of cows assessed 

Number of neat cattle assessed ._ 


. $ 957,320 00 
2,616,298 00 


. $3,573,618 00 


$305,358 00 
$10 00 


$35,736 18 


$1,118 00 


$36,854 18 
94 25 


$36,759 93 
3,666 04 
10,469 37 
$50,895 34 
6,425 70 
648 

2038 

445 

559 

138 

94 

16 


40 


Number of swine assessed ; ; ‘ i 7 
Number of dwelling-houses ‘ ; : iii Wena 
Acres of land assessed. ie , : . 8,034 
Population | . 1,610 
Increase of population for last year : ; Sed 
The ten largest owners of real estate are as follows:— 
Draper Company : : $422,280 00 
George A. Draper : 47,270 00 
Eben 8. Draper . ; : 33,600 00 
William F. Draper : N 30,775 00 
Henry L. Patrick 28,400 00 
F. J. Dutcher and G. M. Dutcher 26,050 00 
Hopedale Stable Company : 23,585 00 
Samuel Gaskill .. : : 20,925 00 
Mrs. H. Day i 3 ; 18,080 00 
George Otis Draper A : 17,740 00 


——— $668,705 00 
About 70 per cent of the whole. 


The ten largest owners of locally taxed personal property 
are as follows:— 


William F. Draper : : $762,560 00 
Eben S. Draper . : : 437,615 00 
George A. Draper : ; 428,862 00 
Draper Company °‘ . ; 325,000 00 
Mrs. Frances E. Colburn i 133,375 00 
Mrs. Edward L. Osgood . : 127,400 00 
Joseph B. Bancroft 5 ‘ 117,750 00 
George Otis Draper : : 70,450 00 
F. J. and G. M. Duteher : 69,400 00 
Eben D. Bancroft } ‘ 46,186 00 


$2,518,598 00 
About 96 per cent of the whole. 


List oF InpivipuaL Taxrts Excerpina Onz Hunprep Dot- 
LARS IN AMOUNT, Parp By REsIDENTs oF HopEpa.z, 
Bots Direcrity AND INDIRECTLY. 


[This table is not absolutely correct, as it involves some 
estimating when considering the proportionment of the corpo- 
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ration and bank taxes. Tax paying concerns in Hopedale 
owned by individuals are proportioned among the Hopedale 
owners with relation to the actual amount thus indirectly 
paid by these individuals. ] 


William F. Draper ; ‘ $15,923 00 
Eben 8. Draper . ; ; 8,962 00 
George A. Draper ; ay 8,630; 00 
Mrs. Edward L. Osgood . : 2,476 00 
Mrs. Frances E. Colburn ’ 2,318 00 
George Otis Draper : : 2,197 00 
F. J. and G. M. Dutcher . ‘ 1,973 00 
Joseph B. Bancroft : : 1,610 00 
Eben D. Bancroft ‘ . 686 00 
Henry L. Patrick A : 479 00 
Samuel Gaskill . : . 381 00 
Asa A. Westcott . : : 279 00 
Delano Patrick . 3 ; 246 00 
Mrs. Henrietta Day : : 222 00 
Charles M. Day . ; ; 195 00 
William Welch . : d 171 00 
Charles F. Roper ; : 166 00 
George W. Knight : : 159 00 
Hamblet B. Fisk : . 156 00 
A. Rhoades : : : 148 00 
Arthur J. Draper . ; ; 102 00 
$47,479 00 


About 93 per cent of the whole tax raised in the town. 


GEORGE OTIS DRAPER, 
WILLIAM BANCROFT, 
‘HOWARD W. BRACKEN, | 
Board of Assessors. 


COLLECTOR’S REPORT. 


1897. Dr. 
Lovnncollecteditaxes iim ve $161 50 
Interest : ; 70 
By cash paid E. D. Banteots Treen 
Taxes abated . : : 
Uncollected taxes 


$162 20 


| 1898. 
To uncollected taxes . : B $266 98 
Interest : : 3 27 
By cash paid E. D. Banerore Presser 
Uncollected taxes : 4 
$270 25 


1898 BETTERMENTS. 
Uncollected betterments ; : $528 50 
By cash paid E. D. Bancroft, Treasurer 
Abated by vote of town : 


$528 50 $528 50 


1899. 
To taxes committed for collection . $36,860 18 
Interest : : 65 
By cash paid E. D. Penod Teeeenee 
Discount . ; : 
Abated 
Uncollected taxes 


Cr. 


$ 8 90 
152 00 
1 30 


$162 20 


$138 39 
131 86 


$270 25 


$ 14 52 
513 98 


$35,883 43 


715 66 
14 00 
247 74 


$36,860 83 $36,860 83 


To excise tax from M. H. & F. Street 


Railway Company . : $101 55 
By cash paid E. D. Bancroft, Treasurer 


$101 55 
EDWARD S8. STIMPSON, 


$101 55 


$101 55 


Collector. 
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First Annual Report 


OF THE 


PARK COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 


Town of Hopedale. 


Almost since the incorporation of the town, the inhabi- 

tants have been interested in the subject of a park. The town 

~ records have the following entries regarding the preliminary 

steps, all of which, however, failed to effect their intended 
purpose :-— 

_ March 5, 1888.—Art. 4. “To see if the town will purchase 
of Mr. Adin Ballou, about five acres of land for town park, or 
take any action in relation to same.” 

“Voted that the Selectmen be appointed a committee to 
investigate and report at a future meeting.” 


March 4, 1889.—Art. 19. “To see if the town will purchase 
of Mr. Adin Ballou about five acres of land for town park, or 
take any action in relation to the same.” 

. “Voted to pass over the article.” 


November 4, 1890.— Art. 10. “To see if the town will 
provide a suitable tract of land for the purpose of a town park, 
or take any action in relation to the same.” 

“Voted to appoint a committee of three to report at some 
future meeting on a suitable tract of land for the purpose of a 
town park.” 


March 2, 1891.—Under Art. 2.—Reports of committees. 
“Voted to appoint the same committee on town park with 
authority to consult competent engineers if necessary.” 


March 7, 1892.—Art. 15. “To see what action the town 
will take in regard to the purchase of land for a town park.” 
“Voted to accept the report of the committee appointed 
by the town at a previous meeting on the matter of town park.” 
“Voted that the same committee ascertain the cost of the 
land recommended for a town park, also the cost of land dam- 
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ages in connection with the streets recommended by the com- 
mittee in their report.” 


March 6, 1893.—Art. 18. “To see what action the town 
will take in regard to the purchase of land for a town park.” 

“Voted to pass over the article.” 

These records, as will be seen, are very meagre, giving no 
detail of the reports of the committees, and even failing to 
specify who served on them. The Ballou lot, referred to in 
the early meetings, was purchased later by the Draper Com- 
pany, and the continuations of Prospect and Peace streets 
now run through it. The chapel of the Union Evangelical 
society is now situated on the southerly portion. 

The committee appointed in 1890 consisted of Edward S. 
Stimpson, Charles M. Day, and George A. Draper. They 
seem to have been in service from November 4, 1890, to March 
6, 1893. They secured the services of Mr. Warren H. Man- 
ning, as authorized at the meeting of March 2,1891. Mr. 
Manning submitted a report dated Oct. 30, 1891, in which he 
recommended the taking of about 40 acres of land in the sec- 
tion between Freedom and Adin streets, and about 20 acres of 
land in the vicinity of the pond. The recommendation as to 
the first taking was illustrated by a map, the area including 
portions of the present estates of F. J. and G. M. Dutcher, 
Mrs. C. H. Colburn, George A. Draper, E. D. Bancroft, and 
George Otis Draper. While this tract undoubtedly includes 
some of the best landscape effect in the town, the nature of 
the property is such as to prevent its use for such practical 
purposes as recreation grounds, and the preservation of the 
natural scenic beauty is practically assured under the present 
ownership. The value of the territory was such as to prohibit 
consideration of the matter by the town at that time. The 
recommendation as to the land near the pond was not so defi- 
nite in character, simply throwing out suggestions for future 
consideration. 

There was still another action relating to park matters 
which does not appear in the town records, probably because 
the committee was appointed informally without authority of 
a warrant article. Mr. E. 8. Stimpson and Mr. George Otis 


bere 
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Draper served on this committee, and recommended the taking 
of a few acres out of the original tract recommended by Mr. 
Manning, including portions of the present estates of F. J. 
and G. M. Dutcher, Mrs. C. H. Colburn, and Mr. George Otis 
Draper. On learning, however, that some of the owners of 
the territory were not favorable to the scheme, the matter was 
dropped. 

Up to this time the town had not been in a position to 
take land for park purposes, even if so voted, unless able to 
make satisfactory arrangements with the owners. One of the 
present board, having consulted with the town counsel to learn 
under what method the town could properly proceed to acquire 
land for park purposes, had the following article inserted in 
the town warrant of Nov. 8, 1898:— 

Noy. 8, 1898.—Art. 5. “Shall an act Gaeeeil by the legis- 
lature of the Commonwealth in the year 1882 entitled: cAn 
act authorizing towns and cities to lay out public parks within 
their limits’ be accepted.” 

At close of polls 37 ballots had been deposited. 33 yes— 
4 no. 

The town was now ready to definitely acquire such land 
as it should select for such purposes, and it being understood 
that there would be a surplus available during the year 1899 
at the regular tax rate, interested parties obtained action on 
the following article, at the next special meeting :— 

March 6, 1899.—Art.2. “Tochoose . . ._ three Park 
Commissioners to serve one, two and three years. 

The following were elected: For three years, George Otis 


Draper; for two years, Charles F. Roper; for one year, Frank 
J. Dutcher. 


The Board elected started their deliberations immediately, 
employing Mr. Warren H. Manning in an advisory capacity, and 
Mr. Gordon H. Taylor as surveyor. The necessary work in 
determining the area and boundaries of the land under con- 
sideration proved of so arduous a nature that a definite recom- 
mendation and report could not be made until much later in 
the season than was advisable, in view of the amount of work 
to be done. The following action was taken at a special town 
meeting, as follows :— 
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July 21, 1899.—Art. 4. “To see if the town will accept 
the report of the Park Commissioners in regard to taking cer- 
tain lands for park purposes, in accordance with plan and 
recommendations now on file in the Town Clerk’s office, take 
any action in relation thereto, and raise and appropriate any 
money therefor.” 

“Voted to amend the report of the Park Commissioners 
by addition of the following clause: Amendment—-All of the 
land within the second tract of land specified which shall be 
under water at high water mark, including about 56.6 acres be- 
longing to the Draper Company, shall be exempt from this tak- 
ing. The award of damages for the remaining Draper Co. land 
in this tract, to remain at $475, as formerly specified.” 

“Voted by hand vote of 61 yea to 2 nay, ‘To accept and 
allow the report of the Park Commissioners, and to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $12,000 therefor.’ ” 


The following is the report of the Park Commissioners : — 
To THE INHABITANTS OF THE Town oF HoprpaE, Mass. 


The Park Commissioners of said town have located 
within the limits of said town and recommend the taking for 
park purposes of certain tracts of land. 

First: A certain tract of land lying on the northerly side 
of Freedom street and easterly of Dutcher street, bounded 
and described as follows, viz: 

Beginning at the southwesterly corner of the premises at 
the junction of said streets, thence North 20 deg. 50 min. 
West 602.08 feet along the East side of Dutcher street to a 
stake at the junction of Dutcher and Northrop streets, thence 
North 69 deg. 23 min. Hast 549.85 feet along the South side 
of Northrop street and continuing in same course to a stone 
wall; thence following said stone wall South 17 deg. 46 min. 
East 69.7 feet, thence continuing along stone wall South 21 
deg. 55 min. Kast 133.0 feet, thence continuing along stone wall 
South 15 deg. 10 min. East 95.0 feet, thence along line of fence 
South 69 deg. 18 min. West 99.24 feet to corner post; thence 
turning and running South 35 deg. 15 min. East 133.82 feet 
to corner post; thence South 69 deg. 14 min. West 170.17 feet 
to corner post, thence South 20 deg. 51 min. East along line 
of fence 173.60 feet to stone bound on North side of Free- 
dom street, thence turning and running South 68 deg. 50 min. 
West along North line of Freedom street 804.95 feet to point 
of beginning, containing 6.22 acres now owned by Henry L. 
Patrick; and we have estimated and determined the damages 
to be $4000. 


47 


Second: A certain tract of land situated northerly of 
Freedom street and westerly of Dutcher street, bounded and 
described as follows, viz:— 

Beginning at a stake on the easterly edge of the Upper 
Mill Pond at high water mark on land of the Draper Co.; 
thence North 79 deg. 4 min. East 102.46 feet to a stone bound, 
thence North 0 deg. 52 min. Hast 213.96 feet to a stake, thence 
South 88 deg. 15 min. East 149.71 feet to a stake; thence 
North 20 deg. 45 min. West 162.89 feet to a stake; thence 
North 69 deg. 15 min. East 100 feet to Dutcher street, thence 
North 20 deg. 50 min. West on said street 213.62 feet to a 
stake; thence South 69 deg. 15 min. West 80 feet to a stake; 
thence North 20 deg. 45 min. West 475 feet to a stake; thence 
North 43 deg. 21 min. West 587.28 feet to an angle in a wall; 
thence North 15 deg. 25 min. West 560.12 feet to a stake; 
thence North 20 deg. 50 min. West 360.3 feet to a stake; 
thence North 69 deg. 23 min. East 256 feet to a stake at 
Dutcher street, thence North 20 deg. 50 min. West on said 
street 225 feet to a stake; thence South 69 deg. 23 min. West 
at right angles with Dutcher street 256 feet to a stake; thence 
North 64 deg. 50 min. West 554 feet to a stake; thence North 
31 deg. 43 min. West 1640.45 feet to a stake; thence North 1 
deg. 30 min. West 1273.65 feet to a stake; thence North 20 
deg. 47 min. East 487 feet to a stake on Southerly line of 
Hazel street; thence Westerly along Southerly line of Hazel 
street 328 feet to stone wall; thence along stone wall 
South 50 deg. West 54.8 feet; thence along stone wall South 
25 deg. 36 min. East 205.22 feet to line of fence: thence South 
70 deg. 27 min. West along fence 825 feet; thence continuing 
along fence line South 48 deg. 18 min. West 160 feet to a stake 
on the edge of stream; thence South 71 deg. West across 
stream, and continuing 327 feet to a stake in old oak stump; 
thence South 80 deg. 25 min. West 485 feet to a stake in 
stones; thence South 16 deg. 15 min. East 545 feet to stake 
in stones; thence South 69 deg. 10 min. West 290.8 feet to 
stake in stones; thence along line of wall North 46 deg. 6 min. 
West 260.9 feet to stake in stones; thence South 82 deg. 20 
min. West 621 feet to a stone wall; thence South 23 deg. 15 
min. East along said wall 610.2 feet; thence North 73 deg. 48 
min. Kast along wall 115 feet; thence South 40 deg. 40 min. 
East along wall 109.7 feet; thence South 17 deg. East along 
wall 202.5 feet; thence continuing along wall South 17 deg. 35 
min. Hast 430 feet; thence continuing along wall South 17 deg. 
15 min. East 168.5 feet; thence continuing along wall South 1 
deg. 50 min. East 190 feet; thence North 67 deg. East 712 feet 
to Easterly line of location of Grafton & Upton Railway Co.; 
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thence southeasterly along said easterly line of Grafton & 
Upton Railway Company location 1960 feet to a stake; thence 
South 73 deg. 50 min. Kast 888.4 feet to a stake on the west- 
erly edge of said Upper Mill Pond at high water mark on 
land of William F. Draper et al.; thence northerly, following 
the edge of said pond at high water mark about 500 feet to a 
stake; thence North 14 deg. 10 min. East 340 feet across said 
pond to a stake on easterly edge of said pond at high water 
mark on land of George A. Draper; thence southeasterly and 
following the edge of the pond at high water mark by various 
courses about 4000 feet to the place of beginning, containing 
about 187 acres, about 57 of which are covered by the pond. 
All rights of flowage owned or exercised by the Draper 
Co. in or over the above-described tract are exempt from this 
taking. The above tract is owned by the following parties, 
and we have estimated and determined the damages as follows, - 
Viz :— 


Draper Company . : . 86.55 acres $ 475 00 
Henry L. Patrick . : PLAS Se 900 00 
George A. Draper . in SOO hes 2,143 00 
John ©. Henry A : oi hes Duane 150 00 
John 8S. Mead ; : Ae 3 ©: oe 157 00 
Edwin B. Taft : : oo ees 92 00 
Heirs of Carra V. Sadler . oT eae 350 00 
Joseph B. Bancroft . ; . 23.49 500 00 
Wm. F. Draper and others Heetiae U3 118 ey 50 00 
Town of Hopedale . pi ay a No damage 

Total . ; . 187.54 acres $4,817 00 


Third: A certain tract of land in the Upper Mill Pond, it 
being a small island in the southwesterly part of said pond as 
now flowed by the Draper Company, bounded by edge of said 
pond when flowed to high water mark, containing about one 
half an acre. The above tract is now owned by the Draper 
Company, and we have estimated and determined the damages 
to be $25. 

All of the above tracts are shown on plan drawn by Gor- 
don H. Taylor, civil engineer, dated July 11, 1899, and filed 
herewith. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


CuHarwtes F. Ropsr, 
Frank J. Durcuesr, 
GrorGE Otis DRAPER, 


Park Commissioners. 
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As noted, the meeting was practically unanimous, the 
only comment having reference to the Commissioners’ action 
in choosing the territory mentioned, instead of the territory 
situated in the region north of Prospect street. Inasmuch as 
the town had already refused to consider this region three 
times, there seems to have been sufficient reason for the choice 
made. 

The first necessity for a town of this nature, as apprecia- 
ted by all the citizens whose opinion had been publicly ex- 
pressed, was for a public play ground of suitable contour for 
sports such as base ball, football, etc., requiring a large acre- 
age of fairly level land. The physical characteristics of the 
town are such that within an easy distance of the greater pop- 
ulation there is no unoccupied tract well suited by nature for 
such a purpose. The field at the corner of Freedom and 
Dutcher streets is the only unoccupied region of sufficient ex- 
tent to even be considered. The Park Commissioners, after 
having devoted their entire surplus funds in the attempt 
to prepare this field for the use intended, found that an ad- 
ditional appropriation was necessary, and the town appro- 
priated an extra $2500 for this use. It was known that the 
land was swampy and barren, not having been cultivated 
within the memory of the Board, at least. An extensive sys- 
tem of sub-draining, with catch basins, etc., was put in under 
the charge of Solon M. Allis, the entire work being done by 
accurate leveling methods, and a plan preserved by which to 
trace any possible error in the working. In the course of con- 
struction a great deal of loose rock was encountered. It be- 
coming evident that some disposition must be made of this 
material, it was decided that it would be cheaper in the long 
run to utilize this rock in the building of a wall, rather than 
move it to a greater distance where it would still remain an 
obstruction. In planning the wall it was found that the road 
on Dutcher street was not laid at any well defined grade, so 
that it was necessary to anticipate the future somewhat, and 
line the wall and the edging of shrubbery to a proper grade. 
The soil was found to be extremely bare and thin, needing a 
large expenditure for manuring. Work was discontinued on ° 
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approach of cold weather, the ground now being thoroughly 
broken up and fertilized, ready for further cultivation and 
seeding next year, while the draining system is complete and 
working satisfactorily. 

The large area bordering on the edge of the pond was 
taken rather in reference to a probable distant future use, than 
with intent of spending any large amount for development in 
the near present. No expense has been undertaken, except to 
erect proper stone bounds at the corners, where the line 
changes. While the area is extensive, it was selected with 
careful reference to the future growth of the town, the terri- 
tory embracing back land unfitted for building purposes. 

This land under the ownership of the town is protected — 
for all time from unsightly damage, such as the destruction of 
timber, and from the further opening up of gravel beds. It in- 
cludes the only good patches of pine timber left in this imme- 
diate section, and also some very attractive groves of other va- 
rieties. As access at the present time is rather difficult, the 
inhabitants of the town can hardly appreciate the natural 
beauty of the scenery included in this tract; but when a sys- 
tem of park roads and bridges can be afforded, they will un- 
doubtedly prove that the voters showed wisdom in their an- 
ticipation of future necessities. 

The town of Hopedale is peculiar in deriving a larger 
amount of tax on personal property, per capita, than any other 
manufacturing town in the Commonwealth. This income is 
wholly dependent on the choice of habitation of a small pro- 
portion of the population. It is therefore for the interest of 
the town to make its surroundings as attractive as possible, in 
order that it may continue to appeal as a place of residence, 
and the preservation of the landscape is a certain and definite 
step towards such anend. The real advantage of a park sys- 
tem, however, is derived by the general public whose real es- 
tate is limited in area; not only in the chance for games and 
gatherings, but also in the full possession of field and wood- 
land where Nature’s associations may appeal unfettered by 
fear of trespass. The public is now in possession and should 
congratulate itself on the ownership of lands more extensive 
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than are held by many cities, and including natural features 
that many more elaborate reservations fail to realize. 
Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES F. ROPER, 
FRANK J. DUTCHER, 
GEORGE OTIS DRAPER, 


Park Commissioners. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT TO JAN. 15, 1900. 


By appropriations July 21, 1899 ; ~ $12,000 00 
Appropriations Nov. 7, 1899 . : : 2,500 00 
Material sold Highway Department . : 23 15 

| $14,523 15 

To purchase of land:— 

John 8. Mead . . $ 157 00 
Edwin B. Taft . ; 92 00 
Joseph B. Bancroft : 500 00 
The Draper Company . 500 00 
J.C. Henry ‘ 150 00 
Wm. L. and Susan W. 

Sadler : ‘ 375 00 
George A. Draper . 2,143 00 
Hopedale Stable : 50 00 

———— $3,967 00 
Plans and surveys:— 
Gordon H. Taylor . $317 30 
Henry W. Gaskill j 15 00 
Warren H. Manning . 453 48 
Hopedale Stable : 2 00 
Draper Company ; 9 50 
——_— 797 28 
Grading and manuring:— 

Cenedella Bros. on SL, 21212 
J.B. Bancroft . ; 88 25 
Hopedale Stable j 26 59 
J. S. Mead : ; 576 12 


1,853 08 
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Draining:— 
Solon M. Allis (super- 

VISION) ss ihe . $ 289 15 
Cenedella Bros. . . 1,884 35 
Hopedale Stable , 10 83 
Draper Company dele mana 4 
H. A. Barney. 21 85 
Clark Ellis & Sons : 502 29 
J.M. French & Son . 425 


Bounds and fences:— 


Gordon H. Taylor . $ 388 00 

Darling Bros. . j 25 00 

Cenedella Bros. . , 300 00 
Incidentals:— 


Thomas Groom & Co. . 
Ballou lot (survey):— 
Solon M. Allis 
Legal expenses:— 
Jesse A. Taft 


$2,766 15 


363 00 
15 00 
12 00 


88 55 
$9,862 06 $14,523 15 


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT. 


Fourteen marriage intentions have been recorded. Twen- 
ty of the contracting parties were residents of Hopedale. 

Sixteen marriages have been recorded; first marriage of 
thirty; second marriage of two. 

Twenty-two deaths have been recorded; nine male, thir- 
teen female. Four were of foreign birth. 

Thirty-one births have been recorded; sixteen male, 
fifteen female. . 

Highty-seven dog licenses were granted; 80 for males, 
seven for females. $177.60 was paid to E. A. Brown, county 
treasurer, of which sum $159.66 was refunded to the town. 


Respectfully submitted, 


D. A. WESTCOTT, 
Town Clerk. 


AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


The disbursements of the town of Hopedale through its 
several departments for the year 1899 are covered by receipts 
and receipted bills for correct amounts, and the Treasurer’s 
books show a correct balance between income and expendi- 
ture. 

There are two sets of figures for the Fire Department this 
year, which is the difference in unexpended balance of last 
year’s reports. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ADIN A. MESSINGER, 
Auditor. 


FOURTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF HOPEDALE, 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


1899. 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


ALBERT W. HAM, Chairman . : ; Hi Wa Be gt bec: 
FRANK J. DUTCHER, Secretary ; ; . 1901 
MYRON J. BIGELOW. | ; : 1900 

ELMER E. SHERMAN, Superintendent. 


[Office hours: Dutcher street building, Thursdays, 5.30 to 6.30. | 


TRUANT OFFICERS. 


ALBERT W. HAM, SAMUEL SNODGRASS, 
ELMER E. SHERMAN. 


AuTHORIZED TO SIGN CERTIFICATES FOR CHILDREN BETWEEN 
THE Aazs oF 14 anp 16. 


ELMER E. SHERMAN. 


REPORT. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 
AVAILABLE FoR USE OF THE SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. 


General appropriation . : . $7,200 00 © 
Contribution from state for supervision 416 67 
Supplies, etc., sold : f : 6 25 
Transportation . ; : i 50 00 
— $7,672 92 
OrpERs Drawn on THE Town TREASURER. 
Teaching:— 
Hopedale, including high school . $4,695 50 
South Hopedale ; : : 462 00 
Care of buildings:— 
Hopedale : : / i 502 51 
South Hopedale 24 25 
Fuel:— 
Hopedale ee ; : A 784 05 
South Hopedale ; : ; 20 25 
Text-books and supplies. 5 : 668 17 
Repairs:— 
Hopedale:— 
Draper Co., plumbing, Tara 
etc. : 3 18 
H. H. Lent, pareatity ; 115 29 
W. L. Bennett, painting and ela! 
ing : ‘ 4 78 
Eldredge & Sar Bievane : : 2 00 
Town of Hopedale, gravel . : 1 50 
South Hopedale:— 
H. H. Lent, carpentry : ; 3 68 
W.L. Bennett, painting . f 28 00 
Town of Hopedale, repairing fence 2 00 
Supervision:— | 


EK. E. Sherman, one-third salary ; 550 00 


Incidentals:— 
K. E. Sherman, traveling expenses . §$ 89 16 
E. E. Sherman, supplies, printing, etc. 16 28 
G. M. Billings, printing : 22 25 
G. M. Billings, schoolreports . ‘ 16 00 
Clark Ellis & Sons, supplies and re- 
pairs . é : 42 40 
R. Folger, Pibber an : : 27 
H. H. Lent, carpentry work . : 22 48 
Hopedale post-office, stamps . } 8 00 
Heliotype Printing Co., printing ; 28 75 
Milford Water Co., water : : 68 96 
Hopedale Stable, teaming . ‘ 6 50 
Draper Co., supplies, labor, telegrams, 
etc. . , : ; , D4 04 
J. F. Deedy, plumbing . : 6 20 
T. C. Mendenhall, address . : 26 20 
H. C. Kendall, filling diplomas : 4 05 
M. Sanderson, materials and labor on 3 
floors : 36 30 
Tewksbury & Weir, slecenenle won 4 90 
E. W. Mowry, repairing furnace ; 79 
J. L. Hammett Co., pencil sharpener . 3 00 
K. L. Temple, photographs. 22 25 
L. E. Knott Apparatus Co., ahaninate 17 15 
F. H. French, repairing clocks : 4 50 
R. Hollings & Co., gas fixtures ; 7 00 
Transportation:— 
J.M. French & Son . ; : 42 00 
Sundries: — 
Darling Bros., lumber : 12 25 
M. Steinert & Sons Co., balance due on 
piano . 172 00 
Worcester County revane Rohool. ex- 
pense in case of Edgar Boover ‘ 34 80 
Balance overdrawn , : $957 68 


$8,630 60 $8,630 60 
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The above report includes all bills, as far as known, due 
on the 1899 account. 

Mr. Earl E. Howard, having moved from Hopedale, left a 
vacancy in the board of School Committee, which has been 
filled by the election of Mr. Myron J. Bigelow. 

We refer to the report of the Superintendent for the 
usual statistics in regard to the work of the schools. 

Thus far the kindergarten meets with approval both of 
parents and teachers. The class that entered the first grade 
in the fall of 1899 showed the children who had received in- 
struction in the kindergarten to be better prepared to go 
ahead with the work than those who had not received this 
training. We recommend that the kindergarten be con- 
tinued. 

At the November town meeting an appropriation was 
made to convey children from the South Hopedale district to 
the school in the center of the town, this applying only to the 
upper grades. We feel confident that this money is well ex- 
pended, that the South Hopedale school does better work with 
the reduced number of grades, and that the children who come 
to the school at the center will also profit by the change. We 
recommend that this plan be continued. 

Owing to the growth of the town it will be necessary to 
re-open the old grammar school building next fall, with not 
less than two schools. There is certain work that should be 
done in the way of repairs, provision of sanitary appliances, 
etc., before the building can be used. 

The expenses of the schools will be largely increased in 
the next year or two by the larger number of schools and the 
added expense of care and heating for the additional building. 

For the first year since the incorporation of the town, we 
have failed to receive contribution from the State School 
Fund. This is due to the fact that the valuation of the town 
in the year 1898 crossed the line where such contributions are 
made. If the town continues to be prosperous we shall not 
receive this appropriation in the future. The valuation in the 
year 1899 exceeded three and one-half millions, and after the 
year 1900 this will mean that the state will discontinue pay- 
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ment toward school supervision. The payment for the year 
1899 being based upon the valuation in the year 1898, we shall 
receive one more contribution in this direction. 


We recommend an appropriation of $10,000 for the year 
1900. 


For the School Committee, 


FRANK J. DUTCHER, 
Secretary. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT. 


To THE ScHooL ComMMITTEE OF HoPEDALE:— 


Gentlemen: The sixth annual report of the Superinten- 
dent of Schools is hereby presented. 

The State Board of Education desired the statistics to 
cover the natural school year from September to June. This 
report therefore includes the time from September, 1898, to 
June, 1899, inclusive. The fall term beginning September, 
1898, was included in the previous report, and by the change 
of time is also included in the present report. 

The statistics for the year 1898-99 include the follow- 


ing:— 

Average membership of the schools. i . 249.20 
Average daily attendance ; , . 233.74 
Per cent of attendance (including Ecerrarcen) . 93.80 


The high school had the best per cent of attendance, fol- 
lowed by Grades VIII., [V., VII., and V.in the order named. 
Grades VI. and VII. present the best record of punctuality, 
while South Hopedale has reduced the cases of tardiness near- 
ly one half from that of last year. 

Punctuality of attendance is not only a good habit for the 
individual pupil to form, but it increases the efficiency of the 
entire school. It is a fair indicator of the amount of interest 
and energy possessed by all concerned,—pupils, parents and 
teachers. 

The work of the past year has been good, notwithstand- 
ing the large proportion of new teachers who began with us 
in the fall. Nothing injures the continuity of the work and 
interest more than a change of teachers, though the new 
teacher be the equal, or even the superior, of the former one. 
Most of these new teachers have begun a second year with us, 
and there can be no doubt that the present year will show bet- 
ter results at its close than were possible last year. 
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Our teaching force is excellent, and we know that the 
thing lacking to make our schools all that we might reasona- 
bly expect is permanency in its personnel. We are satisfied 
with nothing short of good professional material. Larger 
places know this, and approach our teachers with attractions 
which induce them to leave us. While we cannot hope to 
wholly prevent this, anything which Hopedale can do to in- 
crease and render more permanent the teacher’s tenure of 
office should be done. 

Teachers’ meetings have been held monthly, and the 
teachers have enjoyed a course of lectures on educational sub- 
jects by outside talent. 

A syllabus in elementary English, including reading, 
spelling, composition and grammar, has been prepared by the 
Superintendent. It is hoped that the pupil whocompletes the 
grammar school course will know how to read to himself 
quickly, and to others distinctly and intelligently; will be able 
to compose a friendly or business letter with well-arranged 
and clearly expressed thought, correct in grammar and spell- 
ing and written legibly; will know the ordinary business 
forms; and will have the ability and desire to use correct 
English in his conversation. This last is especially difficult of 
accomplishment, because of the habit of using poor English 
formed before he reaches school age, in the street and often in 
the home. If parents realized how much trouble they would 
save their children by using careful English in the home, they 
would more often make the effort to speak correctly in the 
presence of the little ones. The Mother English clings - 
through life. In addition to these forms which we would 
make meehanical, the effort is made to form a taste for good 
literature, that the pupil will enjoy and seek for good reading. 
To further this undertaking the teachers direct as far as pos- 
sible the pupils’ use of the public library. Every effort is 
made by the library authorities to render that institution of 
especial advantage to the public schools, with the result that 
the Hopedale public library is a valuable factor in the educa- 
tion of the young in this town. The thanks of the school de- 
partment are due to the Library Trustees and to the Librarian 
for their hearty and intelligent co-operation. 
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The course of study in our schools requires eight years 
before the high school. Nearly all the towns and cities of 
Massachusetts now provide nine years of study preceding the 
high school work. The majority of children never reach a 
high school, and a nine-year course gives a better opportunity 
to those who leave school-life at the completion of the gram- 
mar school. Then, too, nine years gives a better preparation 
and more maturity to those who enter the high school. I 
would therefore recommend that a ninth year be added to the 
grammar course. 


EDUCATIONAL IDEALS. 


Every one has ideals. One’s ideal in any given line is 
more or less clear as he has devoted thought and investigation 
to the subject. It is true that his ideal will change, rising as 
his comprehension of the subject extends. Similar ideals held 
by a number of individuals constitute a public opinion. Upon 
the intelligence of the leaders depends the character of the 
opinion, whether it be enlightened and progressive, or other- 
wise 

The public hold ideals in the education of children. Some 
express the attitude of a former generation; others, heeding 
the signs of the times in the progress of the world, seek to 
realize in education that which looks toward the equipment of 
the child for the life in the twentieth century. 

Two things this latter class maintain our educational sys- 
tem should seek to aid in accomplishing. First: The develop- 
ment of power in the individual,—power to think, power to 
do. Each child is endowed by nature with a certain amount 
of brains. Education should develop what he has, and teach 
him to use them. One person is a good scholar but can make 
little use of his knowledge; another, with but little learning, 
can nevertheless apply what he does know to good effect. 
Neither is well educated; for to be educated one must have 
both knowledge and the power to use it. Another attribute 
of a good eduvation is perseverance in application, the will and 
ability to stick to a thing until it is mastered. 

All subjects pursued in school will, if properly taught and 
studied, develop the power of thought. Some, notably draw- 


IO 


ing and sloyd, or wood working, will give practice in doing. 
Industrial drawing not only requires thought on the part of 
the student to master the conditions of the given problem, but 
demands that he execute with his hand and eye what he un- 
derstands with his head. Sloyd goes still further, and obliges 
him to express in the solid wood by the labor of his hands, the 
requirements of the plan he has previously drawn. The prin- 
ciples of the kindergarten training are directly in this line. In 
the kindergarten the doing is the prominent feature, and it is 
through the child’s natural activity, wisely directed, that the 
mind is trained. The study of mathematics and of the struc- 
ture of language strengthens the power of application and de- 
velops reason. It is not so much the subject studied as the 
manner and habit of study that develops the mind. The first — 
view may be skilfully presented by the teacher, but the pupil 
must work if he would gain the knowledge and power. A 
large part of the teacher’s duty lies in inducing the pupil to 
put forth his effort upon the task before him. 

Second: The culture of taste and sentiment, what is 
termed the development of the esthetic side of the child’s na- 
ture. And it is in this that the newer education differs most 
sharply from the older ideals. Our fathers were forced to de- 
vote their energies to the conquering of a new country. The 
struggle for existence took their time and attention. This 
habit of thought they left to their children and it was contin- 
ued long after the sharp necessity that gave it birth had 
passed away. The Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia was 
an eye-opener to the Americans. It taught us that the peo- 
ples across the sea were far ahead of us in all those manufac- 
tures and arts whose products are demanded by a cultivated 
taste. The leaders realized that if we were to compete with 
the world something must be done to educate the rising gener- 
ation in directions hitherto largely neglected. Massachusetts 
imported an Englishman to organize a system for teaching 
drawing in the public schools. Natural science, music, history 
and literature began to receive attention, and were rapidly in- 
corporated into the work of the common schools. All this 
will have a direct commercial value to the republic, and it will 
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have an ennobling, elevating influence upon the life of the peo- 
pie. 

We would not omit anything from the first ideal,—the 
power to think, to do, to persevere; but we must not neglect 
the second, taste and sentiment, if we value the life of the na- 
tion, if we would have good citizenship—noble sentiments that 
will desire beauty and righteousness, and a discriminating 
taste to aid in choosing between the true and the false. 


THE PUBLIC SCHOOL OF TODAY. 


Greater attention than ever before is being given to public 
education. We hear criticisms and suggestions from all sides 
The schools are a frequent topic of discussion, and furnish 
many subjects for the lecture platform, and the newspapers 
and periodicals voice the popular interest. This is well. 
Great differences of opinion are expressed. There are those 
who think the schools oyerwork the children and who ad- 
vocate shorter hours and easier tasks; others claim that the 
pupils do not work, that everything is made too easy for the 
child. Some wish a less variety of subjects taught, and would 
restrict the work to the three R’s of the old-time school; on 
the other hand there is a constant pressure brought to bear 
upon school authorities to add more subjects to the curricu- 
lum, some even seeking legislative action to enforce their 
claims. Each and every critic of the schools can find in some 
place and at some time ground upon which to base his criti- 
cism. In the evolution of our civilization and the attempts 
of public education to adapt itself to the changing conditions, 
the pendulum of reform has often swung too far in one direc- 
tion. But the schools are what the public make them, and 
are sure eventually to reach the happy medium evolved from 
the common sense of the majority. : 

The assertion that the old district school fitted men for 
life more successfully than do the schools of today is often 
heard, and the names of men who have achieved greatness 
with a district school equipment are cited in support of the 
truth of the statement. The biographies of these men show 
that they spent little time in school, and that the schools had 
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in consequence small influence in shaping their careers. They 
were self-educated. They had to compete with men whose 
_ advantages had been no better. Today a man’s rivals are 
trained and educated, and whoever competes must needs have 
the same equipment, if he would be successful. 

Many of the duties which in old times were performed in 
the home are now thrust upon the schools. Even the favored 
daughter of the well-to-do formerly had her daily “stent” 
of labor to perform. Children were taught at home what per- 
severance and righteousness meant. This home training is 
now too often neglected, and the school is expected to make 
good the loss. f 

The pupils of ordinary ability, who form the great majori- 
ty in any school, received very little from the district school. 
Today it is the exception to find in a public school a child of 
ordinary ability, twelve years of age, who cannot read and 
write intelligently, and in whose heart some seeds of good cit- 
izenship have not lodged. 

The successful young people in business, professional and 
public life today are almost without exception the products of 
a continuous training in our modern public schools,—schools 
which, with all their faults, are doing excellent work and aid- 
ing more powerfully than any other one force in welding the 
various interests of this republic into a great nation. 


In conclusion, I wish toexpress my thanks to the teachers 
for their untiring efforts and interest in the work, to the pu- 
pils of the schools for the courteous and kindly spirit which 
they have so frequently displayed, to the committee for their 
loyal support and encouragement, and to the townspeople for 
the expressions of cordial esteem and the evident appreciation 
of the work in the schools. 


Respectfully submitted, 
K. E. SHERMAN. 


REPORT OF THE TEACHER OF DRAWING. 


Mr. E. E. Soerman, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 


Dear Sir: The purpose of art instruction is to lead’ the 
child through a study of form and color, as manifested in na- 
- ture and in art, to the use of his own individual creative abili- 
ty. This purpose is developed by acquainting the children 
with type-forms and shapes, through such occupations as 
building, arrangement, paper-folding and cutting; by exer- 
cises with colored paper and the brush to develop color per- 
ception and expression; by observation of pictures suited to 
the age; by imaginative drawing stimulated by well selected 
quotations; by simple attempts at composition, and by free- 
hand drawing from the pose, from animals, from grasses and 
flowers, and from models and approximate objects. 

The order of the different kinds of work is arranged 
according to the cycle of the year. In the fall, we try to in- 
terest the pupils in the color and form of foliage, flowers 
and fruit. We try to lead them to see beauty and suggestion 
for design in the grasses, withered leaves, twigs and seed- 
pods. In the cold and unproductive winter months we train 
the eye to see and the hand to execute, by studying carefully 
for general character, form, and proportion, the type-forms 
and solids, and similar familiar objects. In the spring we try 
to interest the pupils in the wonderful change in nature, and 
again work with buds, flowers, and grasses. 

By all this study we do not hope to make artists, but we 
do hope to make cultivated citizens;—citizens who will make 
the homes beautiful, and increase skilled labor. We hope to 
make men and women who will see beauty and find pleasure 
in the ordinary things of life. We hope to educate men and 
women who will raise the ideals of the community in which 
they live. 

As yet an architect, a manufacturer, or an artist cannot 
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live up to his ideals because he must cater to public taste. 
But when public taste has been properly educated, love of 
beauty among the people will not tolerate superficiality and 
ugliness. | 

Respectfully, 


CAROLYN M. FIELD, 
Teacher of Drawing. 


[Norz. The cover design is by Charles A. Westcott of 
the high school. ] 


REPORT OF THE TEACHER OF MUSIC. 


Mr. EK. E. SHerman, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 


Dear Sir: Some one has said, “America, musically, is in 
its infancy;” to which an eminent musician Pend, “Yes, but 
it’s a pretty promising child.” 

I think the above explains the condition of music in the 
Hopedale schools. A year ago the Natural Course in Music 
was introduced, and has met with marked favor. The work 
resulting from the use of the charts and books is steadily im- 
proving. The readiness with which the pupils master the 
difficulties of music proves the Natural Course to be a supe- 
rior method, well graded, practical, and progressive. 

We have given much attention to the fundamental prinei- 
ples of music, and not only have the scholars acquired more 
accuracy in sight reading and more sweetness in tone-produc- 
tion, but a better understanding of the study as a whole. 
With few exceptions, the children are delighted with singing, 
and I am pleased with the work accomplished since last Sep- 
tember. 

The teachers are earnest in their efforts to obtain the 
best results, for which I heartily thank them. 

As special teacher, I visit each class-room weekly, where 
I spend from twenty-five to forty-five minutes, according to 
the grade. 

I wish the parents and friends would make an effort to be 
present from time to time and hear the children sing, as that 
is the best way to judge of the progress made and of the 
work accomplished. 


LILLIAN E. WOOD, 
Teacher of Music. 


BRIEF EXTRACTS FROM EDUCATIONAL 
LAWS. 


1. All children between 7 and 14, unless sick, feeble- 
minded, at an approved private school, or otherwise instruct- 
ed in branches required by law, to the satisfaction of the 
School Committee, must attend the public school during the 
entire time of each school year. Penalty to parent or guar- 
dian for failure in attendance for five days’ sessions within 
any period of six months, $20. 

2. Nochild under 14 can be employed “in any factory, 
workshop or mercantile establishment.” ‘No such child shall 
be employed in any work performed for wages or other com- 
pensation” during the hours when the public school is in ses- 
sion nor before six o’clock in the morning or after seven in 
the evening. 

3. No child under 16 can be employed in any factory, 
workshop or mercantile establishment without a certificate 
from the Superintendent of Schools. He must present an 
employment ticket from the person who wishes to employ 
him, on applying for a certificate. The father, if living and a 
resident, must sign the certificate of age; if not, the mother; 
if neither, the guardian. 

4. Children between 14 and 16 must either attend school 
or be regularly employed. 

5. Children must be vaccinated before attending school 
but a certificate from a regular physician, saying a child is 
an unfit subject for vaccination, allows attendance. 

No child can attend school from a household in which 
there is a case of smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever or 
measles, or from a household exposed to a contagion from a 
household as aforesaid. Two weeks after the death, removal 
or recovery of the patient in a case of the first three men- — 
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tioned, or three days after in a case of measles, the child 
may return on presentation of a certificate from the attend- 
ing physician or from the board of health. 

6. “The last regular session prior to Memorial Day, or a 
portion thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a patriotic 
nature.” 

7. A United States flag not less than four feet in length 
shall be displayed on the schoolhouse grounds or building 
every school day, when the weather will permit, and on 
the inside of the schoolhouse on other school days. 

8. A written excuse stating cause of absence, and signed 
by parent or guardian, must be presented by the pupil on 
his return to school. 
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SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1899-1900. 


FALL TERM. 


——— 


Opens. Closes. 


e 


WINTER TERM. 


SPRING TERM. 


—$<$ 


Opens. |Closes. 


Opens. |Closes. 
High—Grades 7 and 8, 


Sept. 5, 99|Dec. 22. |Jan. 2, 00/Mar. 23 |April2 |June 22 
Other schools, Sept. 11, ’99|/Dec. 15 |Jan. 2,’00|Mar. 16 |April2 |Junel5 
SCHOOL CALENDAR, 1900-1901. 
FALL TERM. WINTER TERM. | SPRING TERM. 
Opens. Closes. Opens. /|Closes. |Opens. |Closes. 
High— Upper grammar i (Sa em 
Paice, Sept. 4, ’00/Dec. 21 
Other schools, 


Jan. 1,’01/Mar. 22 |April 1 |June 21! 
Sept. 10,’00)/Dec. 14 |Jan. 1, ’01/Mar. 15 |Aprill |June 14 


Holidays during the terms :— 


Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day and Friday following, 
Washington’s Birthday, Patriots’ Day and Memorial Day. 


REPORT OF TRUANT OFFICER. 


HorrpatE, Mass., Dec. 30, 1899. 
Mr. E. E. SHrerman, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS. 
Dear Sir :— 


Four cases of truancy have required my services during 
the past year. . 

The laws in regard to the employment of minors have 
been properly observed by the various manufactories. 


Respectfully yours, 


SAMUEL SNODGRASS, 
Truant Officer. 
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HOPEDALE HIGH SGH@er 
GRADUATION. 


Glass of 1899. 


Friday Evening, June 23, at 8 o’clock. 


PROGRAMME. 
Hymn—‘‘Austrian Hymn,’’ ‘ Haydn 
The School. 
Prayer 4 : ; i : : Rev. L. G. Wilson 
Song—‘‘Song of welcome,’’ : : Veazie 
The School. ; 
Address . Pres. T. C. Mendenhall, Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
Song, ‘‘Anchored,’’ : i  Veazie 
The School. 
Presentation of Diplomas ; : : Pres. Mendenhall 
Song—‘‘Song of the Vikings’ . ; . : The School 
GRADUATING CLASS. 
ACADEMIC COURSE. | 
Daisy GRIMWOOD DUTCHER, ANNIE DEAN KNIGHT. 


ENGLISH COURSE. 
JOHN JOSEPH GARDNER, MaBeEL EuizA HOLLIS, 
ELLEN DoRA O’CONNELL, WARREN DUTCHER STIMPSON. (Certificate. ) 


Class Motto—Non Nobis Solum. 


Class Color— Yellow. Class Flower— White Carnation. 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


The following named children have been neither absent 
nor tardy for the time specified. The record is to Jan. 1, 
1900. 


THIRTEEN TERMS. 
Charles A. Westcott—High School. 


FOUR TERMS. 
Ethel Sheldon—Grade VII. 


THREE TERMS. 
Arthur Durgin, Norman Henry, Frank Lord—Grade IV. 


WINTER AND SPRING TERMS. 
Daisy Dutcher—High School. 
William Hansbury, Walter Lowell—Grade VI. 
Richard Grayson—Grade V. 
Benjamin Ross, Nina Burr—Grade IV. 
Trene D. Gaskill, Ethel Northrop—Grade II. 


WINTER AND FALL TERMS. 
Gladys B. A. Knight, Rose Broughey, Clara Coyne, 
George Arthur Knight, Leon Hammond—High School. 
Olive Osgood—Grade VII. 
Ethel Jenkins, Leila Fiske, Dorothy Osgood—Grade III. 


SPRING AND FALL TERMS. 
Lilla Moore—Grade VII. 
Mark Smith—Grade VI. 
Lester Smith—Grade V. 
Fred Wehinger—Grade I. 
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WINTER TERM. 


Mabelle Hollis, Annie Knight, Nellie O’Connell, Lydia 
Broughey, Sanford Cole, Edith Clark, Mary Ross, Eugene 
Steele, Josie Ross—High School. 


Bessie Lord—Grade VIII. 


Leon Brown, Warren Henry, Edward Hansbury—Grade 
VII. 


Sophie Greenwood, Hester Sherman, Charles Britten, 
Francis Hansbury, Clayten W. Gaskill—Grade V. 


Ethel Joy, George Simmons—Grade IV. 


Berle C. Heath, Irene Manchester, Harold Brown, Ro- 
land Hollis—Grade III. 


Grace Tillotson—Grade II. 
Clayton Wilcox—Grade I. 
Erwin Meade—Kindergarten. 


SPRING TERM. 


Salome Vogel—Grade VII. 

Edith Lowell, Willard Henry—Grade V. 

Bay Gaskill, Sarah Miller, William Dougherty—Grade 
IV. 

Elizabeth Noyes—Grade III. 


Gilbert Arnold, Ray Ingram, Milton Leonard, Bertha 
Mead, Gertrude Tiernan, Gertrude Williams—Grade II. 


Walter Hansbury—Grade I, 


FALL TERM. 

Hester Westcott, Flora Messinger, Ethelwyn Britten, 
Ella Knight—High School. 

Edith Chichester, Ava Hollis, Helen Sadler—Grade VIII. 

Florence Greenway, Ruth Henry, Ray McCleary, Ellen 
Gleason, Florence Hammond—Grade VII. 

Roy Gaskill, Kenneth McClennan, Harry Steele, Silas 
Williams, Alice Downing—Grade VI. 
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William Brown, Lewis Gaskill, Irene Kellogg—Grade V. 

Ruth Osgood—Grade IV. 

Gladys Cook, Edith Scriven—Grade ITI. 

Gordon Andrews, Henry Crawford, Gertrude Crawford, 
Hattie Durgin, Ada Sears, Ruth Stafford, Horace Tillotson, 
Douglas White—Grade II. 

Emma Britten, Margaret Burke, Earl Crockett, Frank 
Davis, Elsie Dow, Isaac Strange—Grade I. 

Julia Wehinger, Blanche Crockett, Hubert Draper, Mar- 
ion Tarbox, Carrie Durgin—Kindergarten. 


An Outline for the Study of Geography. 


FIRST YEAR. 


Oral. language work. Teach out-door lessons whenever 
practicable. : 

I. Directions: East, West, North, South. Teach hori- 
zon: the four points on the horizon. The pupil may write on 
the corresponding points in a circumference the letters E, W, 
Nis: 

II. Distanee: horizontal, vertical. Use a foot rule asa 
unit of measure. Have pupil measure, and estimate distances. 

‘III. Forms of water: cloud, fog, mist, rain, dew, frost, 
snow, ice, hail. Talk of these things when they can be ob- 
served out-of-doors. Review often. 

IV. A general review should be made at the end of the 
year. 


SECOND YEAR. 


I. Review the work of the previous year, going more 
carefully into “Forms of water.” 

II. Directions—semi-cardinal directions and points of 
the horizon. Locate at seat, upon a circumference. Estimate 
and measure horizontal and vertical distances. 

III. Keep a simple daily weather record on the board. 
Have each pupil keep a copy on paper. [The geography 
should come under language and seat-work. ] 

IV. A general review. 


THIRD YEAR. 


I. The sand-table. Select some local bit of country. 
Two hills with valley between drained by a stream or pond 
would be good. Invite the class to visit the place with you, if 
practicable. Then have the pupils mould a sand-map of the 
locality visited. Follow by maps of the same drawn at the 
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seats upon paper. Repeat the above exercises with other 
parts of local geography. Teach the idea of a scale by having 
pupils draw a yardstick, then a blackboard, then a sand-map 
to a scale. Review directions and apply to maps. 

II. Keep a weather record. 

III. Geographical terms. Illustrated by the sand-table 
exercises outlined above, the following terms may be learned 
and intelligently used : hill, valley, plain, slope, spring, brook, 
river, lake, ocean, cape, peninsula, island, bay, strait, tempera- 
ture, weather, rocks, stones, clay, sand, gravel, loam, soil. Do not 
have definitions committed. Illustrate also by pictures, and 
sketches by teacher, copied by pupil. The geography may al- 
ternate with other nature study. No text-book used this year. 

IV. A review should occupy the first four weeks of the 
second half-year, and a general review of the year’s work be 
taken in June. 


FOURTH YEAR. 


I. Review with sand-table the geographical terms studied 
last year. Draw a local map upon board and paper, and have 
pupil mould it upon the sand-table. Review the scale draw- 
ing and have the pupil study the scales of maps in the text- 
book, measuring distances with the ruler. Have the pupil 
mould a map of Massachusetts. Learn additional terms, as 
mountain, parts of a mountain, mountain range, mountain 
system, plateau, parts of a river, tributary, delta, river system, 
river basin. Illustrate with sand where practicable, with pic- 
tures, with sketches and maps drawn by the pupil and with 
text-book maps. 

Ii. The earth as a whole. [Each pupil should have a 
small globe and the teacher a large one. The pupil should re- 
cord the facts learned in a note-book.] — 

1. The form of the earth. 

2. The earth in space. Does it move and how? 
compare with sun and moon. 

8. The size of the earth. (a) compared with other 
heavenly bodies. (b) absolutely, circumference, 
radius. 
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4. The hemispheres, poles, equator, parallels, tropics, 
meridians. How numbered? 

5. Continents and oceans. Named and recognized 
from globe first, then wall-map of the world, fol- 
lowed by quick drawings by the pupil to fix 
general outline and relative positions of land 
divisions. Proportion of land and water. 

6. The world-ridge. Rough diagram by pupil. 

7. The text-book. [The text-book may have been 
referred to for pictures and maps, but not studied 
previous to this time.| The first thirty pages of 
the Frye Primary should be thoroughly studied, 
definitions committed. Questions on text writ- 
ten by teacher on board and written answers 
prepared by pupil. Oral recitations. 


III. The work should be reviewed during the first four 
weeks of second half-year, and a general review of the entire 
year should be given in June. 


FIFTH YEAR, 


I. Review “The Earth as a Whole,” Topic II., Fourth 
Year. 


II. Study temperature, seasons, plants and animals, Frye 
pp. 75 to 85. 


III. The study of South and North America from the 
Frye Primary, according to the following topics :— 
1. South America. (a) Surface, pp. 31 and 34. (b) 
Drainage, pp. 33 and 34. (c) Principal countries, 
p. 106. (d) Review with map studies pp. 33 and 
74. [Have the pupil answer the map questions 
with book open at the map at the first recita- 
tion, then, at the second recitation, with book 
closed. | 
2. North America. (a) Surface, pp 35, 37,38, 40. (b) 
Drainage, pp. 39, 40. (c) Principal countries, p. 
104. (d) Study articles 90; 91, pp. 62 to 66. (e) 
Review with map studies, pp. 37 and 74. 
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The United States. pp. 86 to 103. (a) Surface. 
(b) Drainage. (c) People. (d) Productions, refer 
to Topic II. (e) Routes of trade and trade cen- 
tres, pp. 100 to 103. (f) New England, pp. 129 
to 131. (g) Massachusetts, p. 134. [The pupil 
should keep a note-book in which he writes the 
topics as he studies them, and under each topic 
he records notes dictated by the teacher, draws 
simple maps, makes sketches, and pastes pic- 
tures to illustrate the work. Encourage origi- 
nality of illustration. The teacher should make 
daily use of globe and wall-map. ] 


IV, Review. (See Topic III. under Fourth Year.) 


SIXTH YEAR. 


I. Review the map studies of North and South America 
and the United States as indicated under Fifth Year, or Frye’s 
Elements, articles 72, 78, 92, 98, 148 and p. 116, or Frye’s Com- 
plete, articles 56, 33, 126, 146, or map questions in any good 
text-book in the hands of the pupils, covering South America, 
North America, New England and Massachusetts. Read 
frye’'s Elements to page 58, reciting carefully upon the map 
questions, or read Redway’s Advanced to page 43, reciting 
upon questions marked Zests. 


II. Asia. 

1. Surface. Fyye's Elements, articles 98 and 100, or 
Redway’s Advanced, pp. 113 and 114. 

2. Drainage. /rye’s Elements, articles 101 to 104. 
Redway’s Advanced, pp. 114, 115. 

8. Countries and cities. Fyrye’s Elements, pp. 155 to 
160. Redway's Advanced, pp. 185 to 142. 

4. Map studies. [Learn to sketch rapidly the out- 


line of the continent and place and name the 
important features of the above topics, also the 
principle projections and indentations. Use also 
printed outlines and fill in facts learned as stud- 
died, also test by requiring printed outlines to be 
filled from memory. Use globe and wall-map. 
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See note regarding pupil’s note-book, under Fifth 
Year. | 
III. Review. (See Topic II. under Fourth Year.) 


SEVENTH YEAR. 

I. Review Asia by drilling pupils upon the filling in of 

outline maps from memory. 

II. (a) Study of Latitude and Longitude. (b) Govern- 

ment. 
III. Europe. 
Outline X. 

1. Review. (a) Position—in hemispheres, bounding 
waters, latitude and longitude, relative position 
to other continents. (b) Part of the world-ridge 
in the continent. (c) River systems. (d) Cli- 
mate, winds, ocean currents, rainfall. (e) Distri- 
bution of minerals, plants and animals. 

2. Natural sections, (a) Slopes, highlands, plains, 
basins. [Lead the pupil to see how the climate, 
soil and other geographical features influence the 
life of the people.] (b) Continental islands. 

8. The people of the continent. (a) The distribu- 
tion of races. . (b) States of society, as savage, 
civilized, etc. (c) Productive areas, manufactur- 
ing sections, trade routes and centers. (d) Politi- 
cal divisions; name in order, government, capital 
cities, readings as time will permit. 

4. Special study of the British Isles, Russia, Ger- 
many, France, Austria, Italy and Spain. 

Outline Y. 

‘1. Position in the continent, area, extent, boundaries, 
compare with other nations of the continent. and 
with the United States in area, population and 
political and commercial importance. 

2. The people, race, government, education, religion, 
occupations, industries, habits and customs, pecu- 
liar characteristics, civilization, geographical and 
historical readings as time will permit. 

IV. Review. (See Topic III. under Fourth Year.) 
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EIGHTH YEAR. 

I. A review of Europe. Outline X. 

II. Africa and Australia. Outline X. 

III. Oceanica. 

IV. A review of latitude and longitude, the movements 
of the earth and their effects. 

Vv. A review of North America, Outline X, and of the 
United States, Outline Y. 

VI. If time admits, a review of South America, Outline 
X, with Brazil, Outline Y, and of Asia, Outline X, with China 
and Japan, Outline Y. [Review by imaginary journeys. | 


NINTH YEAR. 


A ninth year would admit of a review along the lines of 
commercial geography, and of a course in physical geography. 
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The end of 1899 finds the library permanently settled 
in its new home, The Bancroft Memorial Library, which 
has been so generously given to the town by Mr. Joseph B. 
Bancroft in memory of his wife, Mrs. Sylvia W. Thwing 
Bancroft. For beauty, elegance of finish, and perfect adapta- 
tion to the purpose for which it was designed, nothing is 
left to be desired. It will long remain as a fitting memorial 
of a noble woman, and the thanks, not only of the present, 
but of future generations, will descend upon the generous 
giver. In no other way could so many lives be reached 
and benefited as by a public bequest of this kind. 

At the annual meeting of the town in March, the sum 
of $1300 and the.dog tax was appropriated for the regular 
use of the library, and in anticipation of moving to the 
new building, a further sum of $200 was appropriated for 
moving and other expenses incident to the transfer. 

Immediately after the annual meeting of the town the 
trustees met and organized by electing Mr. E. L. Osgood, 
chairman; Miss A. M. Bancroft librarian; Mr. F. H. French, 
secretary. 

As far back as October, 1898, the trustees decided to 
have the library carefully examined and the books re-classi- 
fied. Last year’s report told of the beginning made; the 
work was continued so that at the time of removal, the 
re-classification was, with the exception of some fifty vol- 
umes, complete. The re-numbering of the books makes 
necessary a new card catalogue, which has been planned on 
somewhat broader lines than the old one. This catalogue 
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is not complete, but the work is well under way. Sincere 
thanks are due Mr. and Mrs. E. L. Osgood, who, in pre- 
senting the library with a new Hammond typewriter, have 
made sure that the manual work of the catalogue will be 
always clear and uniform. 

A greater part of the sum appropriated for moving was 
used in hastening the work of re-arrangement, that when 
the books were put on the shelves of the new library, 
each one might take a permanent position. The amount 
that it was possible to expend on this work was much 
increased by the kindness of Mr. Bancroft in offering 
the use of a conveyance and two men to assist in the mov- 
ing proper. 

At the November meeting Mr. Bancroft formally ten- 
dered the lot of land with the library building thereon, with- 
out condition, to the town. After some very fitting remarks 
by Mr. Geo. A. Draper and others, the town unanimously 
accepted the gift by a rising vote, all present showing 
the deepest feeling of appreciation. A committee was ap- 
pointed for the purpose of receiving the gift in due form, 
and expressing the thanks of the town to Mr. Bancroft. 
The committee consisted of the board of trustees, Mr. E. L. 
Osgood, Mr. F. H. French and Miss A. M. Bancroft; and 
the board of selectmen, Mr. E. A. Darling, Mr. L. B. Gas- 
kill and Mr. J. M. French. This committee duly elected 
Mr. E. L. Osgood as its chairman, and delegated him to 
prepare a suitable letter to Mr. Bancroft. 

On the 14th day of December, at 2 o’clock, the public 
were invited to be present at the dedication of the building. 
The rooms were well filled by people from our own town, 
Milford, and other places. The ceremony of dedication was 
very beautiful and impressive; a full account will be found 
in its appropriate place in this report. 

Owing to the changed conditions, the trustees have 
amended the rules of the library, which in the new form 
will be found in another part of this report. We trust 
the public will appreciate the added privilege we have given 
in allowing each borrower to have two books at the same 
time. 
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To Miss Sornborger are due the thanks of the whole town 
for the able manner in which she has conducted the duties 
of assistant librarian. To many others thanks are due for 
their kind services, freely given in aiding the preparations 
for the removal. 3 

Just before leaving for Rome, General Wm. F. Draper 
forwarded his check for $500, together with the following 
letter which will explain the use to be made of the donation: — 


Hoprepate, Mass., Sept. 26, 1899. 
To THe TrustEEs oF THE HopepaLE Pustic Liprary, Hope- 
dale, Mass. 
Gentlemen:— 

I am told that there is a lack of technical books in our 
public library, and it seems to me that with the present in- 
crease in the number of mechanics employed here, it is in 
the general interest that this lack should be supplied. 

I therefore enclose you my check for $500 to be ex- 
pended for standard technical books of the latest editions 
relating to mechanics, machine work, foundry work and the 
textile industry. 

Sincerely Yours, 
(Signed) Winxi1am F. Draper. 


The trustees thanked him in behalf of the town, as- 
suring him that his wishes in the matter should be strictly 
carried out. An order for some eighty volumes has already 
been placed with the publishers. 

A very beautiful and valuable gift, accompanied by the 
following letter, has been received from Mr. and Mrs. F. J. 
Dutcher:— 

HoprepaLe, Mass., Dec. 11, 1899. 
To rue Trustees oF THe Hoprepate Pusuic Liprary. 

Feeling it to be appropriate that some representative 
work of the late Lizzie B. Humphrey, an artist so long 
identified with Hopedale and in whose success its older resi- 
dents were so much interested, should be placed where it 
can be preserved and enjoyed by the people of Hopedale, 
Mrs. Dutcher and myself take pleasure in presenting to the 
town, to be cared for by its library department, the Christ- 
mas design on which Miss Humphrey was awarded, by 
Mr. Louis Prang, the second Artist’s Prize in 1881. 

Trusting this will meet with your approval, Iam 

Very truly yours, 
(Signed) Frank J. Durcuer. 
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A very artistic leather-bound visitors’ register has been 
presented to the library by Mr. and Mrs. Walter Winsor. 
This was first used on the day of dedication, 311 names 
being written on that day alone. : 

We feel that full justice would not be done Mr. Ban- 
croft if we failed to mention that he went beyond the usual 
bounds of custom in making a public bequest, and gave 
to the town not only the lot of land and building thereon, 
but the furnishings throughout, an account of which, in 
detail, will be found elsewhere in this report. Farther than 
this we are indebted to him for a fine portrait of himself 
and Mrs. Bancroft, also through his request the pictures of 
Mrs. Geo. Draper, Mr. and Mrs. Warren Dutcher, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Eben D. Draper have been placed on the walls of 
the library. 

The trustees would again repeat in substance what has 
been said many times before, that the people of the town 
should take a lively interest in the affairs of the library, 
and more often recommend the addition of such books as 
they desire. : 

The expense of maintaining the library will be consid- 
erably increased, but the trustees feel sure that ample means 
will be provided not only to maintain the library in its 
present excellent condition, but to provide for its proper 
growth. We would recommend that the sum of $2300, 
together with the dog-tax, be appropriated for the use of 
the library during the year 1900. 

One member of the board will have to be elected at 
the annual meeting in March, as the term of Mr. E. L. 
Osgood expires at that time, he having been elected to 
serve the unexpired term of Mr. Bigelow. 

The foregoing, together with the finance and book 
reports, and the account of the dedication of The Bancroft 
Memorial Library Building, we submit as our report for 
the year ending Dec. 31, 1899. 


Respectfully submitted, 


F. H. FRENCH, Secretary, 
For the Trustees. 


Be 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Receipts :— 
Appropriation . : . $1,500 00 
Proceeds of the dog ae : : 159 66 
Fines and sale of books : A 43 33 
Interest, Bancroft Fund ; , 40 00 
| — $1,742 99 
Expenditures :— _ 
Books . ° ‘ , ; . $514 16 
Periodicals : : : : 68 81 | 
Binding ; ; : : i ai 2b 
- Salaries ; ‘ A : 552 63 
Supplies : j ; 242 45 
Lighting and pescnie : i 93 90 
Sundries re : } ‘ 153 33 
— $1,742 99 


_ LIBRARY STATISTICS. 


The following lists show the number of books delivered 
for home use, and the number of visitors to the reading-room 
during 1898 and 1899 :— 


Books Taken Out. Visitors to the Reading-Room. 

1898. 1899. 1898. 1899. 
January, 1,174 1,182 963 931 
February, 1,189 1,222 896 843 
March, 1,273 1,338 954 956 
April, 1,083 955 756 709 
May, 819 845 684 741 
June, 790 915 601 705 
July, 840 1,006 555 137 
August, 805 903 700 878 
September, 968 1,013 922 991 
October, 1,189 1,036 1,047 902 
November, 1,150 839 937 857 
December, 1,068 472 TAT, 579 
Total for year,12,348 11,726 9,742 9,831 


Total to Nov., 10,130 10,519 8,068 8,395 
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In studying the statistics of the two years these things 
should be taken into account: that the reading-room, in 1899, 
was open evenings only, from Dec. 1 to Dec. 15; that no books 
were issued for home use from Nov. 27 until Dec. 15. 
Card-holders, 1,609 ; 156 registered during year. 

Volumes in library, 7,557 ; 722 added during year. 
Fines, $26.15. 
Percentage of fiction, 74. 

Booxs Boueur witu INTEREST ON Bancrorr Funp. 

Boulger, D. C. History of China. 2 v. 
Grote, George. History of Greece. 10 v. 
Hillegas, H. C. Oom Paul’s country. 

Little, Mrs. Archibald. Intimate China. 
Menzel, Wolfgang. History of Germany. 3v. 
Parsons, Theophilus. Laws of business. 
Mau, August. Pompeii, its life and art. 


GIFTS TO LIBRARY, 1899. 
| Vol. Pani rer, 
Billings, G. M. (Milford Gazette) . ; LEy.r: 
Burlington Public Library 
Cambridge Public Library 
Chelsea Public Library 
Chelsea Soldiers’ Home 
Clinton Publie Library 
Cook & Sons (Milford Journal, Daily and 
Weekly) : : ; ; 1 yr. 
Coyne, Thomas : 2 
Crowell & Kirkpatrick Co. (Woman! S Home 
Companion) . ae 1 yr. 
Draper, Gen. W. F. ‘ ; . 10 
Dutcher, Miss G. M. ; ; Aramis 
Dutcher, Mr. F. J. . ‘ ; iat. + 
Everett Public Library : ; : ik 
Fall River Public Library . : : 1 
Grand Rapids Public Library " : 1 
Heywood, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. : 1 
Heywood, Mr. and Mrs. W. S., for the Bal- 
lou estate °. : : <4 B80 125 


a a 


Hopedale Book Club : ‘ ee 
Hopedale Reading Club. : ad 
Indian Rights Association . ; 
Lake Mohonk Arbitration Conference 
Lancaster Public Library 
Lawrence Public Library 
Leicester . 
Lexington, Town of 
Lynn, City of 
Malden Public Library 
Massachusetts Institute of ect olbery : 
Massachusetts, State of . ‘ ko 
Massachusetts Total Abstinance Society . 
Massachusetts Volunteer aid association . 1 
Medford Public Library 
Melrose Public Library 
Natick “i 
Newton s 
North Adams Public bees ; 
Osgood, Mr. E.L. . : outa 
Paterson, N. J., Public Tibeary : q i 
Pierce, Mr. H. F.  . 5 ey 
Providence, R. [., Public Tinney : ; 1 
Uxbridge Public Library . : ; 2 
Salem Public Library ; | ‘ 1 
Shaker Community Library (Manifesto) : 1 yr. 
Southbridge Public Library ‘ 1 
Swedenborg Printing & Publication Scie 6 
Tabor Academy ; : 1 
Taunton Public Library k 7 1 
United States Government ; EES 66 
Weymouth Public Library 3 2 

1 
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Winthrop Public Library . 
Woburn Public Library : : 
Worcester Public Library . 1 
The following is a list of Ldap Peesented by Mr. J. B. 
Bancroft, in addition to the lot and building :— 
Reading room :—24 bentwood chairs, rubber tipped; 6 
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bentwood chairs, rubber tipped, with arms; 6 round oak ta- 
bles, 4 ft. in diameter; 1 pair wrought-iron andirons; tall ma- 
hogany clock. 

Reference room:—1 oak table, 7 ft. 6 in. x 3 ft. 6 in.; 12 
bentwood chairs, rubber tipped. 

Trustees’ room :—1 round mahogany table, 4 ft. in diame- 
ter; 6 mahogany chairs with dark green leather; 1 pair gun- 
metal andirons. 

Stack-room :—6 oak stools, 6 small oak tables. 

Other parts of the building:—1 oak umbrella stand, 1 
brush mat, 6 ft. 6 in. x 3ft.; 1 steel mat, 1 rope mat, 1 large 
coal-hod, 1 large scoop, hammer, wrench, screw-driver, floor- 
brush, handle-brush, whisk broom, hatchet, wheelbarrow, 
water-pot, water pail, toilet-paper holders, toilet-paper, match 
safes, matches, 2 soap-dishes, soap, tumblers, mirror, 1 ft. 7 in. 
x 2 ft. 3 in.; long-handled feather duster, short-handled feather 
duster, window-stick, curtains for all the windows on the 
main floor. 


LIST OF PERIODICALS REGULARLY RECEIVED. 
(Those marked * are given.) 


WEEKLIES. 

AmericanArchitect and Build- | Milford Gazette.* 
ing News.* Milford Journal.* 

American Machinist. Official Gazette.* 
Engineering. Publishers’ Weekly. 
Electrical World. Scientific American. 
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated. Scientific American Supple- 
Harper’s Bazar. ment. » 
Harper’s Weekly. Woman’s Journal.* 
Illustrated London News. Youth’s Companion. 
Life. 

MonrTHLti&s. 


American Advocate of Peace.* | Carpentry and Building. 


Arena. Century. 
Atlantic. Cosmopolitan. 
Art Interchange. Educational Review. 


Bookman. Engineering. 


Ty 
Forum. Munsey’s. 
Frank Leslie’s Popular Maga- | New England. 
zine. Nineteenth Century. 
Gunton’s Magazine. North American Review. 
Harper’s Magazine. Popular Science Monthly. 
Harper’s Round Table. | Public Libraries. 
Ladies’ Home Journal. Review of Reviews. 
Lippincott’s. St. Nicholas. 
McClure’s. | Scribner’s. 
Manifesto.* Textile Record.* 
Dalizs. 
Boston Globe. | Milford Daily Journal.* 
Boston Journal. Milford Daily News.* 
RULES. 


1. The Library shall be open every day, except Sundays 
and holidays, from 2 to 5.30 and from 6.45 to 9 o’clock p. m. 


2. All inhabitants of Hopedale, above twelve years of 
age, known to the officers of the Library, or recommended by 
some responsible citizen, shall have free access to the shelves, 
and shall be entitled to borrow books or periodicals for home 
use, upon signing a promise to obey the rules. 

8. Children under twelve years of age must have the 
promise signed by parents or guardians, and will not be 
allowed access to the shelves. Children under ten years of 
age will not be allowed the use of the reading-room unless 
attended by parents or guardians. 


4. Non-residents may have the use of books and _ period- 
icals for consultation at the Library, and may take out books 
by the consent of one Trustee. 


5. Every person who takes books from the Library will 
be furnished with a card, on one side of which may be written 
the numbers of books wanted; on the other side, the date of 
delivery and return of books will be kept. This card must 
always be presented when borrowing, returning, or renewing 
books. 


6. If a card is lost, one week’s notice may be required 
before a new one is issued. 
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7. Each borrower shall be entitled to two books at a time, 
provided but one is fiction. 
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8. Borrowers wishing to have a book put upon another’ 
card must present book at the desk. 

9. Periodicals and fiction published within one year may 
be kept seven days. All other books may be kept fourteen 
days, and may be renewed once for the same length of time. 

10. <A fine of five cents a day shall be paid by the bor- 
rower for any book or periodical kept beyond the time speci- 
fied in the preceding rule. If a book is kept a week beyond 
the time specified, it may be sent for and the expense of ob- 
taining it shall be paid by the borrower, in addition to the 
regular fine. 

11. Books and periodicals lost or injured must be paid 
for by the one to whom they are charged. 

12. Special privileges will be granted to school teachers 
for school purposes. 

13. No conversation is allowed in the reading-room, and 
all conduct inconsistent with quiet and order is prohibited. 

14. The privileges of the Library will be denied to any 
one who refuses to comply with the rules. 
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THE BANCROFT MEMORIAL LIBRARY, HOPEDALE, MASS. 


EXERCISES OF DEDICATION OF THE BANCROFT MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY. 


REV. L. G. WILSON’S ADDRESS. 


In coming here to dedicate this noble edifice, our atten- 
tion is attracted first of all, I think, to the remarkable beauty 
and completeness of the building itself. It is only within a 
comparatively few years that the American people have ar- 
rived at what may be called the esthetic consciousness. Dur- 
ing the earlier period of our history there was little opportuni- 
ty, even had there been the ability, to lay great emphasis up- 
on the ministrations of beauty and the glorious influences of 
art and architecture. 

Our fathers found themselves confronted by the tremen- 
dous difficulties involved in overcoming the virgin wilderness, 
in wresting their independence from a foreign sovereignty, in 
creating a great republic and in building up all the number- 
less industries and founding the institutions that comprise the 
material framework of a great nation. 

During that period it was only now and then that some 
capital city or some uncommonly wealthy individual could go 
beyond the requirements of the most rigid necessity in the di- 
rection of noble artistic effects and generous ornamentation. 
It is only within the last half century that the refining influ- 
ences of the beautiful have received general recognition. 
“American art” was a phrase that carried no meaning. to the 
student of classic form and grace, for that preliminary labor 
was being carried on which must always precede the coming 
of the man of fine creative imagination. 

We are fortunate to be alive and to behold everywhere to- 
day the evidences of a great approaching age of the Beautiful 
here in the American Commonwealth. No longer in the con- 
struction of public buildings are the questions of bare material 
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necessity the only ones that receive attention. The great fact 
is now being everywhere recognized that “man cannot live by 
bread alone,” but that his higher faculties, his power to read 
the prophecy behind the letter, the ability to be nobly im- 
pressed by outward forms, must be refined and glorified if he 
would reach the full stature of his existence. 

Locally, then, the people of this town are exceedingly for- 
tunate that they and their children are henceforth to be the 
recipients of this subtle culture of the higher faculties. There 
is a wonderful relationship between literature‘and art, and it 
was a wise and beneficent determination on the part of the 
heart that conceived and the mind that planned this public 
library, to shape it into a temple of beauty, even to the last 
and most unimportant detail. 

Its thoroughness is alone a subject for exceeding admira- 
tion. This building does not speak to us of any haste, any 
immaturity of design, any impatience in the adaptation of 
means toend. From the solid rock upon which it has been 
set to the utmost and most obscure point of its polished gables, 
there is displayed the same painstaking and earnest desire to’ 
give us the truest, the most beautiful, and the most useful and 
enduring product of human thought and labor. Hereafter we 
shall all understand this matter even better than we do to- 
day, for whatever of advantage and blessing may come to this 
people in the future, it will be many long years before this 
marvel of noble public spirit and loving memory will cease to 
grow more and more rich and beautiful. Think with me for a 
moment of the message which it will perpetually utter. We 
have about us these vast industries. At morning, noon and 
evening there will pass here the hurrying multitudes on 
whose labors depend the honest welfare of hundreds of happy 
homes. And as they look up, as they pass along, they will 
see this open door ever according to them and their children a 
most generous and sympathetic welcome. For this is to bea 
temple of intellectual illumination. Those who choose to en- 
ter and make use of these inestimable treasures shall be lifted 
up from drudgery and toil; for there is no work so common, 
or so commonplace, that under this roof it may not be enno- 
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bled and enriched. The best thoughts of all the ages find 
shelter here. The mechanic may find on these shelves the pa- 
tient teachers who can show him how the great difficulties of 
the past have been overcome, and the perplexing problems 
of his trade have been answered. 

Here stand those silent leaders who have harnessed and 
trained the forces of the natural world, and the humblest arti- 
san may hold such fellowship with them that he shall no long- 
er regard himself as a slave to toil, but a master and a lord 
over some province of the realm of labor. 

The lives of the great and good are waiting here to be- 
come the support and inspiration of our children. History 
and poetry and art and science, fiction and fable, philosophy 
and religion—whatever has raised the human mind and added 
strength and glory to the civilization of our time is gathered 
here to do the bidding of him who will but command its re- 
sources. ° 

For this is a public library. It embodies the American 
spirit. It is a visible declaration of the great truth that a 
great republic can never accomplish its sublime purpose un- 
less the people themselves establish the habits of right think- 
ing. The influence of such an institution can never be esti- 
mated, for it ministers perpetually to the intellectual health 
and strength of numberless generations. Never can the State 
or the Church become tyrannical over a well-informed people. 
And when knowledge is coupled with generosity it is doubly 
powerful to withstand every political and ecclesiastical injus- 
tice. 

But I wish today to call your attention to the fact that this 
is a free gift—a free gift to the public and for the unqualified 
benefit of the people. We are living in an age of great social 
restlessness. There is scarcely a year which passes by when 
some new system, scheme or theory of economic welfare, is not 
presented and offered as a panacea for all the evils and weak- 
nesses and diseases of the body politic. 

Some of them are wise and noble, many of them are fa- 
natical and partial and foolish. The one inevitable enigma is, 
how shall the average man, who is not a financier, nor a “cap- 
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tain of industry,” nor a leader in commerce, nor a possessor of 
inherited wealth, secure for himself and his family the neces- 
sary facilities for education and material comfort? This is the 
most commanding. problem of our age. In many of the theo- 
ries which are advanced certain universal and unchangeable 
laws are entirely overlooked. And one of those laws has irre- 
vocably decreed that there shall always be an infinite range of 
‘individual capability and opportunity. 

Equality of natural endowment and personal power never 
did and never will exist in human society, however emphatic- 
ally our political constitutions may deelure that all men are 
created free and equal. Power concentrates, whether it be 
power as represented by accumulations of knowledge, natural 
talent, executive skill, or wealth, it always has and always 
will concentrate around the personalities of the strongest 
men. An equal distribution of the wealth of this country, 
as everybody knows, would mean merely a gradual re-concentra- 
tion of that wealth back into the hands of those who are 
the natural accumulators of wealth. This is a law of life. 
It is useless to attempt to make all men leaders, or all men 
followers. It is as true now as is was 2000 years ago that 
some men have ten talents and some have but one, whether 
it be in the race for learning, or in the struggle for wealth. 
This being a natural law governing all human interests, the 
great problem of our time is, how can those who have the 
natural leadership in the great warfare of life best expend 
their energies in behalf of those who are not the natural 
leaders? In the realms of economics, in short, how shall 
those who have the greatest power of accumulation be made 
to serve those who form the rank and file of humanity? 
These questions of course open up a vast field of theory and 
experiment which it is no part of our present purpose to 
discuss. What concerns us now is the living and practical 
fact, that to present to a given community a building like 
this which shall serve the public for many years to come, 
is to make a re-distribution of accumulated wealth. 

It is the giving to the people, generally, what only a very 
few of them could have secured for themselves. If it could 
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become the general habit and custom of those who have the 
power and opportunity to amass wealth, to place that wealth 
where it may perpetually increase the knowledge, happiness 
and welfare of the people, then the many perplexing prob- 
lems of associated life would approach a noble solution. To 
build such memorials is simply to gather up the results of 
thought, enterprise and labor, and turn them over to the 
service of many generations. The greatest sin of our age 
is the accumulation of great fortunes for purposes of self- 
indulgence; and likewise, one of the noblest and most praise- 
worthy virtues of all time is the concentration of capital 
that it may minister to the good of all. Thus it comes about 
that this splendid gift is more than a mere local advan- 
tage. It represents a method of social welfare. It is the 
symbol of a sound principle of human progress. For while 
it is purely the gift of a single individual it does not 
tend to pauperize those who receive it; but on the contrary, 
it becomes an inspiration for the elevation and culture and 
refinement of every soul that has the disposition to make 
that gift his own. It would alone justify the earnest effort 
of a lifetime. I can think of nothing grander, nothing finer in 
the ambition of any man than that he should so live and 
labor as to leave_behind him a work like this. 

If this building can say to every young man and wo- 
man, make it your purpose to so plan, so work and so 
save, that you may leave in some degree proportionate to 
your ability, a memorial which shall uplift and bless, in- 
spire and teach and refine others when you are gone,—it 
will do a great service in the way of preserving the in- 
tegrity of the nation and the happiness and peace of society. 

I should but poorly represent the sentiments of the eit- 
izens of this town if I failed to express even in the most 
inadequate language the gratitude which everyone must feel 
to have a fellow-citizen, a large part of whose industrious 
lifetime has been spent in making this town almost: nation- 
ally conspicuous as a community of beautiful homes, con- 
tinue in a manner so commanding and glorious, his interest 
in the higher welfare of every resident. It is to experience a 
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great good fortune. It has been a great blessing to him 
as well as a sincere happiness for us all that he has been 
led to achieve this work—to plan it in the beginning, to 
watch its progress day by day, to see it gradually ap- 
proach completion, and now to meet us here and to know 
how deeply we appreciate the fruition of his labors. There is 
not a soul in this place which is not moved by heartfelt 
emotions of love and gratitude towards him in this, his 
hour of beneficent victory; and one and all, we earnestly 
wish for him many years in which we may prove to him 
that his effort in our behalf has not been in vain. 

But I know full well that it must be his wish, if I 
refer personally to him, to associate with his own the name 
of that saintly woman in whose memory this building has 
been erected—Sylvia W. T. Bancroft. It was their great 
privilege to live and work together for more than half a 
century. In all those years this noble woman exhibited the 
highest qualities that a wite and mother can realize. In the 
days of smaller things, her frugality, vigilance and loyalty 
to every good cause and purpose, not only assured the hap- 
piness and cultivation of her own family, but the love and 
emulation of a wide circle of friends and acquaintances 
as well, 

It is pleasant as we come here today to dedicate this 
public library in her honor, to be reminded that this build- 
ing is a fitting symbol of her personality. I have already 
called attention to some of the characteristics of this 
edifice, its beauty, its thoroughness, its durability, its use- 
fulness, its perfectly beneficent purpose. 

Her life and character possessed the same lofty quali- 
ties. In all her tendencies she sought to make human life 
true and beautiful, to throw about it such a wealth and 
detail of refining influences that it would pass far beyond 
the possibility of moral, intellectual or spiritual degenera- 
tion. It would almost seem as if her very spirit had pre- 
sided over the utmost particular of this lovely structure, 
seeing to it that not one item of appropriate facility should 
be overlooked or neglected. She was fond of what was 
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permanent. In her social life she was sincere, in her ethical 
thought she was above reproach, and in her religious life 
only that which was essential, reasonable and free from 
cant and superstition, received her enthusiastic support. 
As, in its lofty purpose, this building points to the future 
and to the education of coming generations, so in all her 
faithful career as wife, mother, friend, and believer, she al- 
ways inspired hope and faith in the ever better things 
which were to come. 

In a comparatively few short years those who have seen 
her bright face and enjoyed her gracious friendship shall 
have passed away, like all things mortal. But this glorious 
monument of enduring granite will remain here, and it 
will continue, as it has been designed to do, to convey her 
Sweet and womanly influence along the course of future 
years. And he who has so carefully, so lovingly and so 
generously established this memorial will pass, still in her 
great and saintly companionship, a friend and benefactor 
of his fellowmen. 


MR. J. B. BANCROFT’S LETTER OF GIFT. 


Mr. Epwarp L. Oscoop, Chairman of the Committee. 
Dear Sir:— 


It gives me great pleasure to hand you with this letter, 
the deed which conveys to the town of Hopedale “The 
Bancroft Memorial Library;” also enclosed you will find the 
policy which provides for the insurance until April 18, 1902. 

In planning it and in watching its progress toward 
completion, I have taken the keenest enjoyment, and have 
been helped and encouraged throughout the work by my 
entire family. I believe you will find it complete in every 
detail and well adapted to the purpose for which it is 
intended, and itis with the greatest satisfaction that I now 
present it to the town. I am sure that for many, many 
years to come it will be a source of pleasure and profit to 
the people of this town, and will inspire in them and keep 
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alive the noble and beautiful characteristics which found 
such perfect expression in the life of the beloved and hon- 
ored woman in whose memory this library building has 
been erected. 


Faithfully Yours, 
JosEPH B. BANCROFT. 


Hopedale, December 14, 1899. 


CHAIRIIAN E. L. OSGOOD’S ACCEPTANCE. 


Mr. Josrry B. Bancrort. 
Dear Sir:— 


As chairman of the committee selected by the town 
for the purpose, it is my pleasant duty to receive from you 
your letter, the insurance policy, and the deed conveying 
to the town of Hopedale The Bancroft Memorial Library 
which you have so generously had built and now present 
to the town. In accepting it we can but appreciate and 
applaud the tender sentiment that inspired you to erect 
it, and we are convinced that it will stand as a lasting 
memorial to the memory of the lovely and loving woman in 
whose honor it was planned, and also as a constant reminder 
of the public spirit, generosity and probity of character 
of the one who has had it constructed. 

We must express our great satisfaction that it has 
given you pleasure in watching its inception, growth and 
completion, and that all the members of your family have 
shared your pleasure. 

As a town, we must congratulate ourselves on being 
the recipient of such a _ noble public building, adding to 
the beauty, as well as to the usefulness of the village we 
love so much. 

It should be, it will be, the constant aim of the town 
and the trustees to see to it that the shelves and tables 
within shall hold only such works as are fitting and in 


“gt 


keeping with the beautiful exterior, always making for high 
ideals and moral teachings. 
Again thanking you in behalf of the town, we remain, 


Yours respectfully, 


Epwarp L. Oscaoon, 
‘Frank H. FrReEncnu, 
Anna M. Bancrort, 
Epwin A. Dartine, 
Lewis GASKILL, 
JOHN FRENCH. 
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